
Happy 2019 to
all our

members!

Oral History Society Committee Meeting 
December 2018 

 

The Society’s Trustees are keen to report more fully on what is discussed and
achieved in quarterly committee meetings, so members are up-to-date and
how the Society functions. We will, therefore, be giving a digest in the
newsletter after each quarterly meeting to inform members of the points
discussed. 

The Society's most recent quarterly meeting was held on Friday 7 December
2018 at the British Library. Amongst a packed agenda Trustees discussed: 

1. The OHS Strategic Action Plan for 2019-2021 (a copy of which can be found
here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHS-Strategic-
Plan-15-6-18-Booklet-1.pdf).  

2. Plans for the 50th anniversary of the Society's journal, Oral History, in 2019.
It was agreed that there would be a special free online edition of the journal
featuring a selection of members' favourite articles from the last 50 years.  

3. A new advice document relating on fees for oral history contractors. It was
agreed that the document would be published on the Society's website
following the December meeting (it can be found
here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/ ).  

4. Plans relating to the Society's 2019 conference 'oral history @ work' at
Swansea University, 5-6 July. Call for papers have now closed, but members
interested in attending the conference can find further information
here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/conferences/conference-2019/. 

 

Women's History Network Community
Hi P i 2019



History Prize 2019
The Women's History Network Community History Prize 2019 is live and
calling for entries! 

This annual prize of £500 is awarded to the team behind a Community History
Project by, about, or for women in a particular locale or community which has

been completed between the 1 January 2018 and 31st May 2019. It has been
sponsored by The History Press since 2015. 

Last year’s prize was won by the wonderful entry from the Royal College of
Nursing- please follow this link to see more about
it: https://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/prizes/prizewinners/ 

For details of this year’s competition go
to:  https://womenshistorynetwork.org/whn-community-history-prize-sponsored-
by-the-history-press/ 

The Women’s History Network is a national association and charity for the
promotion of women’s history and the encouragement of women and men
interested in women’s history. Established in 1991, the network reaches out to
welcome people from any background who share a passion for women’s
history. 

The Women's History Network encourage submissions from projects which
include a strong element of community engagement or collaboration and which
communicate a sense of heritage uncovered and learning shared by
participants from outside the academic or professional heritage sector. 

Projects can have creative or wellbeing outcomes, as well as research outputs,
but the entrants’ activity must have led to the creation of something which is
based on and communicates the findings of the group’s historical research,
such as a production, artwork, website, documentary, pamphlet, heritage trail,
book, exhibition, artefact or event. 
 

OHS Seminar at London Met University
(London) 7 FEB 2019 

 
 

 
'Memories of Queen's Film Theatre: Fifty Years of Cultural Cinema in Belfast’ 
Sam Manning (Queen's University Belfast) 
6:00pm, 7 February 2019

Further information here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/memories-of-queens-film-theatre-fifty-years-of-cultural-
cinema-in-belfast-sam-manning-london/ 

http://bit.ly/1JBv4MV
https://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/prizes/prizewinners/
https://womenshistorynetwork.org/whn-community-history-prize-sponsored-by-the-history-press/
http://www.womenshistorynetwork.org/


Please note that the seminar is not taking place at Senate House. It will be held at London Metropolitan
University in the Tower Building, Room TG-03 (Location: 166-220 Holloway Road London N7 8DB).  

The event is free, and all are welcome to attend, but please book your place
here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/memories-of-queens-film-theatre-sam-manning-ihr-oral-history-
seminar-tickets-55592747404
 

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality. 
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

Archiving Personal Histories: The Tuam
Mother and Baby Home (Galway) 7 Feb

2019

http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


2019
All are welcome to this seminar at NUI Galway, which is co-organised by the James
Hardiman Library and the Department of History NUI Galway.  

Further information and the full programme can be found
here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/archiving-personal-histories-the-tuam-mother-
and-baby-home-galway/

Working-Class Studies Association
Conference (Kent) 3-6 Sep 2019

The Working-Class Studies Association Conference 2019, ‘Beyond the
Heartlands’ will be held at the University of Kent, Canterbury – 3-6 September 2019.

With a growing awareness of class-based inequality, Brexit, and a new willingness to
discuss working-class issues, we are pleased to announce that the next conference
of the Working-Class Studies Association will be held in the UK in September 2019.
In its fifteen-year history, this will be the first time the Working-Class Studies
Association will hold its conference outside its heartland of the USA. This conference
aims to build and consolidate work being carried out currently in the UK and Europe
with the USA and elsewhere in the world.

Working-Class Studies as a field seeks to bring together academics, activists, artists
and others interested in working-class issues and themes. As an interdisciplinary
field, it brings together sociologists, literary scholars, anthropologists, geographers,
historians, cultural studies scholars, creative writers, and economists amongst
others. 

Conference themes will include: 
– Class and Education 
– Deindustrialisation, Work, and Class 
– Nostalgia, Memory, Heritage, and Loss 
– Class Cultures and Identities
– Working-Class Health and Embodiment 
– Place, Belonging, and Class 
– Class and its Intersections

For more information please go
to:  https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-
conference/

Current Volunteer Opportunities
1. WW2 Front Line Kent Childhoods (Folkestone, Hythe, Margate, Ramsgate). 

Pavement Pounders Community Interest Company are seeking two young adults
aged 18-25 from each of the seaside towns of Folkestone, Hythe (Kent), Margate
and Ramsgate to assist with oral history interviews and filming. Further info can be
found here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/wwii-front-line-kent-childhoods-folkstone-hythe-

https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-conference/


margate-ramsgate/ 

2. Resorting to the Coast (Clacton-on-Sea/National) 

Resorting to the Coast is a Heritage Lottery Funded project to promote the colourful
seaside resorts of the Tendring coast in Essex. 

We are seeking tenacious and proactive volunteers for two styles of roles which play
a crucial and valuable part in making our oral history interviews accessible to the
wider public: 
– Sound editors 
– Typing/producing oral history interview summaries 

Further information here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/resorting-to-the-coast-clacton-on-
sea-national/

Oral History journal copy editor
(freelance)

 
The Society's journal, Oral History, is looking for a copy editor (freelance). For further information
about this opportunity, please follow this link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/oral-history-journal-copy-
editor-freelance/ 
 

 

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 



Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  

1. Introduction to Oral History

This self-contained day course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing with an opportunity
to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

10/05/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 

2. Developing your Oral History Skills 

This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History training day. This
‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

05/04/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 

3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms which oral history theatre can take,
such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation
around memory without transcript. 
 

03/04/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-
radio/ 

4. Tailored Training  

A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral History course
programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs
and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs
can be kept to a minimum. 



Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced rate eligibility)
please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 

The Oral History Society would love to hear from you if you have
news to share with the wider oral history community! Please contact
our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote. 

 

 

 
 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
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Women's History Network Community
History Prize 2019

The Women's History Network Community History Prize 2019 is live and
calling for entries! 

This annual prize of £500 is awarded to the team behind a Community History
Project by, about, or for women in a particular locale or community which has

been completed between the 1 January 2018 and 31st May 2019. It has been
sponsored by The History Press since 2015. 

Last year’s prize was won by the wonderful entry from the Royal College of
Nursing- please follow this link to see more about
it: https://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/prizes/prizewinners/ 

For details of this year’s competition go
to:  https://womenshistorynetwork.org/whn-community-history-prize-sponsored-
by-the-history-press/ 

The Women’s History Network is a national association and charity for the
promotion of women’s history and the encouragement of women and men
interested in women’s history. Established in 1991, the network reaches out to
welcome people from any background who share a passion for women’s
history. 

The Women's History Network encourage submissions from projects which
include a strong element of community engagement or collaboration and which
communicate a sense of heritage uncovered and learning shared by
participants from outside the academic or professional heritage sector. 

Projects can have creative or wellbeing outcomes, as well as research outputs,
but the entrants’ activity must have led to the creation of something which is
based on and communicates the findings of the group’s historical research,
such as a production, artwork, website, documentary, pamphlet, heritage trail,
book, exhibition, artefact or event. 

Applications must be submitted electronically on the appropriate form, in

http://bit.ly/1JBv4MV
https://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/prizes/prizewinners/
https://womenshistorynetwork.org/whn-community-history-prize-sponsored-by-the-history-press/
http://www.womenshistorynetwork.org/


a word format, by the submission date of 31 May 2019 
 

OHS Seminar at London Met University
7 Mar 2019 - CANCELLED AND

RESCHEDULED 
 

‘You call it marijuana. I call it the herb. Cannabis and Rastafari Spiritual Practise’. 

Yewande Okuleye (University of Leicester) 

This event will not take place on 7 March 2019. It has been rescheduled to May 30th at London Met. It remains
open to all, but those who would like to attend will need to reserve a free ticket visit at the site below, which will
also contain the exact location details in due course:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ihr-oral-history-seminar-
you-call-it-marijuana-i-call-it-the-herb-tickets-55693412496 

Please note that the seminar is not taking place at Senate House. It will be held at London Metropolitan
University in the Tower Building, Room TG-03 (Location: 166-220 Holloway Road London N7 8DB).  
 

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality. 
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ihr-oral-history-seminar-you-call-it-marijuana-i-call-it-the-herb-tickets-55693412496
http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


Upcoming Events
1. Paula Hamilton 'Between the living
and the dead: what are the limits of
remembering through oral histories?'
(Newcastle) 
Tuesday 26 March, 5.30-6:45pm, Curtis Auditorium, Herschel Building 

All are welcome to this seminar at Newcastle University, which is organised by the
Newcastle Oral History Collective, an inter-disciplinary hub for oral history research.  

Further information can be found here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/oral-history-
seminar-series-paula-hamilton-between-the-living-and-the-dead-what-are-the-limits-
of-remembering-through-oral-histories-newcastle/

2. Oral History Network of Ireland’s
Annual Conference “Oral History in a
Digital World” (Limerick City)
28/06/2019 - 29/06/2019 

The Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI) is pleased to announce its 2019
conference on the theme of “Oral History in a Digital World.” Collecting oral history in
digital formats and putting recordings online is increasingly becoming standard
practice for oral historians. As such, this conference offers a timely opportunity to
consider the possibilities and challenges offered by technological advances and
wider accessibility to collections through online platforms. This two-day conference
will take place at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, on Friday, June 28, and
Saturday, June 29, 2019. 

Continuing OHNI’s tradition of inviting keynote speakers of international renown, we



are delighted to welcome to this year’s conference Doug Boyd, Director of the Louie
B. Nunn Center for Oral History at University of Kentucky, past president of the Oral
History Association, and manager of Oral History in the Digital Age. Doug is a key
innovator in the archiving and dissemination of oral history and leads the team that
developed the free, open-source OHMS system which synchronises text with audio
and video online. He is the co-editor (with Mary A. Larson) of the book Oral History
and Digital Humanities: Voice, Access, and Engagement, published by Palgrave
MacMillan in 2014. 

For more information including how to register, please go to:
https://www.oralhistorynetworkireland.ie/conferences/2019-conference/

3. Working-Class Studies Association
Conference - Deadline for Proposals
(Kent) 
The Working-Class Studies Association Conference 2019, ‘Beyond the
Heartlands’ will be held at the University of Kent, Canterbury – 3-6 September 2019.

With a growing awareness of class-based inequality, Brexit, and a new willingness to
discuss working-class issues, we are pleased to announce that the next conference
of the Working-Class Studies Association will be held in the UK in September 2019.
In its fifteen-year history, this will be the first time the Working-Class Studies
Association will hold its conference outside its heartland of the USA. This conference
aims to build and consolidate work being carried out currently in the UK and Europe
with the USA and elsewhere in the world.

Working-Class Studies as a field seeks to bring together academics, activists, artists
and others interested in working-class issues and themes. As an interdisciplinary
field, it brings together sociologists, literary scholars, anthropologists, geographers,
historians, cultural studies scholars, creative writers, and economists amongst
others. 

Conference themes will include: 
– Class and Education 
– Deindustrialisation, Work, and Class 
– Nostalgia, Memory, Heritage, and Loss 
– Class Cultures and Identities
– Working-Class Health and Embodiment 
– Place, Belonging, and Class 
– Class and its Intersections 

DEADLINE FOR PAPER PROPOSALS: 25 MARCH 2019

For more information please go
to:  https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-
conference/

Current Volunteer Opportunities

https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-conference/


1. WW2 Front Line Kent Childhoods (Folkestone, Hythe, Margate, Ramsgate). 

Pavement Pounders Community Interest Company are seeking two young adults
aged 18-25 from each of the seaside towns of Folkestone, Hythe (Kent), Margate
and Ramsgate to assist with oral history interviews and filming. Further information
here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/wwii-front-line-kent-childhoods-folkstone-hythe-
margate-ramsgate/ 

2. LILY’s LEGACY – a faith heritage project (London) 

Volunteer Duties: Liberal Judaism has launched its latest ground-breaking oral
history project 'Lily’s Legacy: The Radical History & Heritage of Liberal Judaism in
Britain' and now we need your help!

Over the next year, we will record the diverse voices of this movement and map the
various existing heritage memorabilia across our communities, examining how
Liberal Judaism embodies the vision of its founders – Lily Montagu, Claude
Montefiore and Rabbi Dr Israel Mattuck.

Throughout the project – which will run until May 2020 – we’ll be offering a large and
diverse number of opportunities to volunteer and get involved. These will include oral
history interviewing, transcribing, archive research, audio & video production,
exhibition curating and many other roles.

Contact Name: Shaan Knan 
Email Address: lilyslegacyproject@liberaljudaism.org 

CLOSES 17 March 2019 

Further information here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/lilys-legacy-a-faith-heritage-project-
london/

Current Vacancies
1. Oral History journal copy editor
(freelance)

 
The Society's journal, Oral History, is looking for a copy editor (freelance). Application Closing
Date: 1 April 2019. For further information about this opportunity, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/oral-history-journal-copy-editor-freelance/ 
 

 

mailto:lilyslegacyproject@liberaljudaism.org


2. Research Fellow for Conflict, Memory
and Migration: Northern Irish Migrants
and the Troubles in Great Britain
(Brighton)

 
The aim of the project is to examine the complex and distinctive interrelationship between the
Troubles in Northern Ireland (c.1969-98) and the shaping of distinctive forms of Northern Irish
migrant subjectivity in Great Britain. The project combines research methods derived from oral/life
history, memory studies, cultural studies and cultural history. In-depth interviews will be conducted
with subjects in London, Manchester and Glasgow, using this three-way comparison to illuminate
the social and cultural implications of the Troubles within different regional contexts. In addition,
discourse analysis will be used to account for the shifting ways in which the Troubles and Northern
Irish ethnicities have been represented within print and visual media in Britain. 

The Research Fellow will be responsible for interviewing and archival and library research in
London, and will contribute to the project’s co-produced findings, outputs, and impact and
engagement activities. Based at the Centre for Memory, Narrative and Histories, the Fellow will
have opportunity to participate in its research culture and to contribute to its programme of events
and activities. It is envisaged that the post would suit applicants who have recently been awarded
their PhD (or are close to completing post-viva minor corrections) and are just starting out on their
research career. 

Further Information: https://www.ohs.org.uk/research-fellow-for-conflict-memory-and-migration-
northern-irish-migrants-and-the-troubles-in-great-britain-brighton/

 

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 



Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  

1. Introduction to Oral History

This self-contained day course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing with an opportunity
to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

10/05/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 

23/05/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Graduate School, Queen’s University Belfast 
Queen's University, University Rd, Belfast 
BT7 1NN

 

29/05/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 

2. Developing your Oral History Skills 

This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History training day. This
‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

05/04/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 

3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms which oral history theatre can take,
such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation
around memory without transcript. 
 

03/04/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-
radio/ 

4. Archival Management of Oral History Collections 



This new course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral History Society and the
Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists and those managing audio archive material.  The day
course covers the practical, technical and ethical issues around the selection, collection and description of oral
history and other recorded personal testimony and spoken word on multiple audio formats.  It also explores
opportunities that oral history-based partnerships offer archives for community engagement. 
 

23/05/2019  
(9:45 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/ 

5. Tailored Training  

A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral History course
programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs
and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs
can be kept to a minimum. 

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced rate eligibility)
please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 

The Oral History Society would love to hear from you if you have
news to share with the wider oral history community! Please contact
our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote. 

 

 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
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ORAL HISTORY SOCIETY ANNUAL
CONFERENCE 2019

 

Oral History @ Work 
5-6 July, Swansea University   

Booking Now Open!

The Society's 2019 Conference, in association with Llafur and Britain at Work,
will be hosted and supported by Swansea University on the theme of Oral
History @ Work: Recording Change in Working Lives. 

We are pleased to announce that booking for the conference is now
open! Further information on how you can book your place can be found
on the OHS' website: https://www.ohs.org.uk/conferences/conference-
2019/ 

A discounted conference fee rate is offered to OHS Members, self-funded
students, pensioner and the unwaged. 
  
Keynote Speakers 
Arthur McIvor, Professor of Social History and Director of the Scottish Oral
History Centre at the University of Strathclyde, Scotland 
Tom Hansell, documentary film maker and installation artist, Appallachian
State University 
Beth Thomas, former Keeper of History & Archaeology at Amgueddfa Cymru
and content lead for the redevelopment of St Fagans National Museum of
History 
  
There will be a Welsh medium strand to the conference for contributions in the
Welsh language. Simultaneous translation will be available for non-Welsh
speakers. 



  

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 

The Society has published a document intended as a guide for organisations setting
up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning
professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to
deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral
history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been advising
and working in this field. 

To access the document, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/

Women's History Network Community
History Prize 2019

The Women's History Network Community History Prize 2019 is live and
calling for entries! 

This annual prize of £500 is awarded to the team behind a Community History
Project by, about, or for women in a particular locale or community which has

been completed between the 1 January 2018 and 31st May 2019. It has been

https://www.ohs.org.uk/conferences/conference-2019/


sponsored by The History Press since 2015. 

Last year’s prize was won by the wonderful entry from the Royal College of
Nursing- please follow this link to see more about
it: https://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/prizes/prizewinners/ 

For details of this year’s competition go
to:  https://womenshistorynetwork.org/whn-community-history-prize-sponsored-
by-the-history-press/ 

The Women’s History Network is a national association and charity for the
promotion of women’s history and the encouragement of women and men
interested in women’s history. Established in 1991, the network reaches out to
welcome people from any background who share a passion for women’s
history. 

The Women's History Network encourage submissions from projects which
include a strong element of community engagement or collaboration and which
communicate a sense of heritage uncovered and learning shared by
participants from outside the academic or professional heritage sector. 

Projects can have creative or wellbeing outcomes, as well as research outputs,
but the entrants’ activity must have led to the creation of something which is
based on and communicates the findings of the group’s historical research,
such as a production, artwork, website, documentary, pamphlet, heritage trail,
book, exhibition, artefact or event. 

Applications must be submitted electronically on the appropriate form, in
a word format, by the submission date of 31 May 2019 
 

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality. 
  

http://bit.ly/1JBv4MV
https://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/prizes/prizewinners/
https://womenshistorynetwork.org/whn-community-history-prize-sponsored-by-the-history-press/
http://www.womenshistorynetwork.org/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

NEW Trustee position: Oral History
Society Records & Data Management

Officer (London)
 

The Oral History Society is seeking to recruit a new trustee to fill the role of
Records and Data Management Officer.  

The role is voluntary and the time commitment is flexible; reasonable travel
expenses will be reimbursed. The role does not require applicants to be based
in London. 

Further info here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/oral-history-society-records-data-
management-officer-london/ 

Closing date: Midnight Sunday 19 May 2019. 

Please send your CV and a written statement to Mary Stewart:
Mary.Stewart@bl.uk

Visiting Professor Sean Field 
Oral history, Memory and Post-

Apartheid South Africa - University of
Brighton

 



Professor Sean Field will be Visiting Professor at the Centre for Memory,
Narrative and Histories, University of Brighton, from 13th to 30thJune
2019.  

Professor Field has worked at the Department for Historical Studies in the
University of Cape Town since 1997. Through his published writings, lectures
and papers at international conferences and other forums, he has made a
major contribution to the theory and practice of oral/life history and the politics
of memory with a particular emphasis on issues of violence, loss and identity,
usually in the context of post-apartheid South Africa. 

During his visit Prof Field will be attending 'The "I" in History' symposium,
14th–15th June at the University of Essex; and 'The Radical Sixties:
Aesthetics, Politics and Histories of Solidarity' international conference,
27th–29th June at the University of Brighton. He will also contribute to the
following four events for CMNH at the University of Brighton:  

Monday 17th June,10.00 am?–5.30 pm 
lecture room 309 Edward Street Building, City Campus, University of Brighton 
Workshop exploring key themes in Sean Field's published writing.We will
prepare for this prior to Sean's visit through a Reading Groupstarting Tues.
16th April (see details below).  
  
Wednesday 19th June, 5.30–7.30 pm 
room M2 Grand Parade Main Building, City Campus, University of Brighton
Public lecture (title tbc) 
  
Thursday 20th June,5.00–7.00 pm 
room M2 Grand Parade Main Building, City Campus, University of Brighton
Round Table: Decolonizing History  
  
Friday 21st June, 1.00 pm–4.00 pm 
room G63 Grand Parade Main Building, City Campus, University of Brighton 
Oral History Workshop: On Working with Transcripts 

Please email Fearghus Roulston for further information:
fbr11@brighton.ac.uk

Upcoming Events
1. OHS/IHR seminar. Emma Vickers, ‘Dry
Your Eyes, Princess’: oral testimony,
photography and co-creation’. (London)
On Thursday 2 May 2019 at 6pm,  Dr Emma Vickers (Liverpool John Moores
University), will be giving a paper titled ‘Dry Your Eyes, Princess’: oral testimony,
photography and co-creation’ at the IHR Oral History Seminar.  

mailto:fbr11@brighton.ac.uk


The venue will be London Metropolitan University, in the Tower Building.
Room TG-03. 

The event is open to all and is free to attend, but those wishing to attend need to
book a free ticket using this Eventbrite link:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dry-your-eyes-princess-oral-testimony-photography-
and-co-creation-tickets-56443382677 

2. Corporate Connections - Oral History
in Business Archives (Edinburgh) 
Friday 17 May, 9-11.30am, National Records of Scotland, Lord Clerk Register’s
room, General Register House, Edinburgh. 

The Business Archives Council Scotland is pleased to present the next Corporate
Connections event. The BACS team invite members who are business archivists
and business archive custodians to this informal event where current challenges,
successes and ideas are shared at a breakfast meeting. 

Corporate Connections is an initiative by BACS to encourage face to face
conversations, bringing together the small community of business archivists and
custodians of business archives in Scotland, many of whom work alone, to share our
experiences. Regular social meet ups will be held every few months, with a rotating
theme to kick start conversations and allow you to meet your peers. Anything and
everything business archives will be openly discussed among friends. 

The theme of this event is oral history in business archives. Discussion will be led by
Arthur MacIvor of the University of Strathclyde Oral History Centre, who will provide
an insight into carrying out oral history projects in a business archive context. 

To reserve a place, email Karyn.williamson@aberdeenstandard.com. Places
are limited so we advise booking early to avoid disappointment. Please direct
any questions or comments to the same email address. 

3. Oral History Network of Ireland’s
Annual Conference “Oral History in a
Digital World” (Limerick City)
28/06/2019 - 29/06/2019 

The Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI) is pleased to announce its 2019
conference on the theme of “Oral History in a Digital World.” Collecting oral history in
digital formats and putting recordings online is increasingly becoming standard
practice for oral historians. As such, this conference offers a timely opportunity to
consider the possibilities and challenges offered by technological advances and
wider accessibility to collections through online platforms. This two-day conference
will take place at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, on Friday, June 28, and
Saturday, June 29, 2019. 



Continuing OHNI’s tradition of inviting keynote speakers of international renown, we
are delighted to welcome to this year’s conference Doug Boyd, Director of the Louie
B. Nunn Center for Oral History at University of Kentucky, past president of the Oral
History Association, and manager of Oral History in the Digital Age. Doug is a key
innovator in the archiving and dissemination of oral history and leads the team that
developed the free, open-source OHMS system which synchronises text with audio
and video online. He is the co-editor (with Mary A. Larson) of the book Oral History
and Digital Humanities: Voice, Access, and Engagement, published by Palgrave
MacMillan in 2014. 

For more information including how to register, please go to:
https://www.oralhistorynetworkireland.ie/conferences/2019-conference/

4. Witness Seminar: The Birth of the
Modern Environmental Movement in
Britain (London)
03/06/2019 12.00-4.30pm 

Organised by the Department of Political Economy at KCL. 

This seminar will hear recollections from those involved in environmental political
campaigning in Britain during the 1960s and 1970s. This will include people who set
up new groups and people who joined pre-existing ones, individuals who worked full-
time in environmental groups and individuals who volunteered for them, and
witnesses who were campaigning on a national level and witnesses who were
working on a local level.

There will be two panels. Panel 1 will examine witnesses’ recollections of taking part
in environmental campaigning during the 1960s and 1970s. Panel 2 will examine
individuals’ life stories and in particular how they came to be motivated to campaign
on the environment. 

This event is free but please register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/witness-
seminar-the-birth-of-the-modern-environmental-movement-in-britain-tickets-
58907628302 

Further info can be found here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/witness-seminar-the-
birth-of-the-modern-environmental-movement-in-britain-london/

Current Vacancies
1. Research Associates, University of 
York: ‘The Chemical Empire: A New
History of Synthetic Insecticides in
Britain and its Colonies c 1920 – 1970’
 

 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/political-economy


The Department of History at the University of York seeks to appoint two 
Research Associates to work on the project entitled ‘The Chemical Empire: 
A New History of Synthetic Insecticides in Britain and its Colonies 
c 1920 – 1970’, following the award of Wellcome Trust funding to 
Dr Sabine Clarke. Each post is full-time and available from 1 October 2019 
for two years, until 30 September 2021 

Research Associate (Insecticides in farming) will explore the use of insecticides 
in British farming. A PhD in an area of history or cognate discipline relevant to 
the research is essential, as is extensive experience of oral history research and 
a strong awareness of the ethical considerations related to the collection of data 
via this method. 

Post Location: University of York 
Post Duration: 24 months 
Post Hours: full time  
Salary:£32,236 per anum  

Application Closing Date: 13th May 2019 

For more details and to apply please go to this link: 
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BRN976/research-associate

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  

1. Introduction to Oral History

This self-contained day course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing with an opportunity
to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

10/05/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 

23/05/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Graduate School, Queen’s University Belfast 
Queen's University, University Rd, Belfast 
BT7 1NN

 

19/06/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

Manchester Central Library 
Manchester Central Library, Manchester 
M2 5PD

 
17/07/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 



NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 

2. Developing your Oral History Skills 

This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History training day. This
‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

18/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 

3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms which oral history theatre can take,
such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation
around memory without transcript. 
 

23/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-
radio/ 

4. Archival Management of Oral History Collections 

This new course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral History Society and the
Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists and those managing audio archive material.  The day
course covers the practical, technical and ethical issues around the selection, collection and description of oral
history and other recorded personal testimony and spoken word on multiple audio formats.  It also explores
opportunities that oral history-based partnerships offer archives for community engagement. 
 

23/05/2019  
(9:45 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/ 

5. Digital Editing

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
gives a fun and hands on introduction to the principles and techniques of digitally editing oral history interviews.
It will cover how and why to edit oral history interview as well as providing practical experience in using digital



editing software. The course will also provide training in how to use digitally edited interviews in exhibitions,
websites, and CDs. No previous experience of digital editing or oral history is required, but participants who
have their own interviews to work with will benefit from the course. Places are limited to eight per day course to
ensure that each participant has access to a PC, and only two people from any one institution or project may
attend. Each course is led by one of the OHS/BL-accredited trainers. 
 

09/10/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/ 

6. Introduction to the New Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) for Oral Histories

This new workshop is run by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral History Society. Following
significant recent changes in data protection law, Dr Robert Perks, Lead Curator of Oral History at the British
Library and Director of National Life Stories, will explore the impact of these changes on oral historians,
including some sample scenarios. The course is aimed at interviewers, archivists, and project managers who
are recording and collecting recorded testimonies and narrative data for the purpose of archiving and public
access/reuse.

For guidance on data protection for oral historians and organisations holding oral history interviews see the Oral
History Society advice pages.

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into effect on 25 May 2018 and applies to any
organisation, individual or group which collects personal data. This includes oral history projects, charities,
community organisations, youth groups, libraries, museums, archives, educational organisations, and individual
researchers whether salaried, self-employed or voluntary. Places are limited and only two people from any
one institution or project may attend. 
 

11/07/2019  
(1:45 pm - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-legislation-gdpr-for-oral-
historians/ 

7. Lives in Focus: Video 

In response to a growing demand, this one day course, jointly organised by National Life Stories at the British
Library and the Oral History Society will give an introduction to the principles and techniques of recording,
editing and distributing oral history on video. It is aimed at those with little or no experience and it will take
participants in a plain and simple way through the various stages of video production. 
 

24/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 4:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/lives-in-focus-recording-oral-history-interviews-on-video/ 

8. Tailored Training  

http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/data-protection/


A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral History course
programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs
and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs
can be kept to a minimum. 

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced rate eligibility)
please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 

The Oral History Society would love to hear from you if you have
news to share with the wider oral history community! Please contact
our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote. 
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May 2019
Newsletter

ORAL HISTORY SOCIETY ANNUAL
CONFERENCE 2019

 

Oral History @ Work 
5-6 July, Swansea University   

Booking Closes this Week!
The Society's 2019 Conference, in association with Llafur and Britain at Work,
will be hosted and supported by Swansea University on the theme of Oral
History @ Work: Recording Change in Working Lives. 

A reminder that booking officially closed on Friday 31st May 2019, but if you
still need to book your place, please do so as soon as possible. Further
information on how you can book your place can be found on the OHS'
website: https://www.ohs.org.uk/conferences/conference-2019/ 

A discounted conference fee rate is offered to OHS Members, self-funded
students, pensioner and the unwaged. 
  
Keynote Speakers 
Arthur McIvor, Professor of Social History and Director of the Scottish Oral
History Centre at the University of Strathclyde, Scotland 
Tom Hansell, documentary film maker and installation artist, Appallachian
State University 
Beth Thomas, former Keeper of History & Archaeology at Amgueddfa Cymru
and content lead for the redevelopment of St Fagans National Museum of
History 
  
There will be a Welsh medium strand to the conference for contributions in the
Welsh language. Simultaneous translation will be available for non-Welsh
speakers. 



  

Visiting Professor Sean Field 
Oral history, Memory and Post-

Apartheid South Africa - University of
Brighton

 

Professor Sean Field will be Visiting Professor at the Centre for Memory,
Narrative and Histories, University of Brighton, from 13th to 30thJune
2019.  

Professor Field has worked at the Department for Historical Studies in the
University of Cape Town since 1997. Through his published writings, lectures
and papers at international conferences and other forums, he has made a
major contribution to the theory and practice of oral/life history and the politics
of memory with a particular emphasis on issues of violence, loss and identity,
usually in the context of post-apartheid South Africa. 

During his visit Prof Field will be attending 'The "I" in History' symposium,
14th–15th June at the University of Essex; and 'The Radical Sixties:
Aesthetics, Politics and Histories of Solidarity' international conference,
27th–29th June at the University of Brighton. He will also contribute to the
following four events for CMNH at the University of Brighton:  

Monday 17th June,10.00 am?–5.30 pm 
lecture room 309 Edward Street Building, City Campus, University of Brighton 
Workshop exploring key themes in Sean Field's published writing.We will
prepare for this prior to Sean's visit through a Reading Groupstarting Tues.
16th April (see details below).  
  
Wednesday 19th June, 5.30–7.30 pm 
room M2 Grand Parade Main Building, City Campus, University of Brighton

https://www.ohs.org.uk/conferences/conference-2019/


Public lecture (title tbc) 
  
Thursday 20th June,5.00–7.00 pm 
room M2 Grand Parade Main Building, City Campus, University of Brighton
Round Table: Decolonizing History  
  
Friday 21st June, 1.00 pm–4.00 pm 
room G63 Grand Parade Main Building, City Campus, University of Brighton 
Oral History Workshop: On Working with Transcripts 

Please email Fearghus Roulston for further information:
fbr11@brighton.ac.uk

Upcoming Events
1. Roundtable on the Importance of Oral
History for Documenting Life Story
Narratives of the Migration Experience:
Re-launch of the Oral History Society
Migration Special Interest Group.
(London)
Date: Thursday, 20th June: 4pm-7pm 
Location: University of East London Archives 
Room DL.G.02, University of East London: Library and Learning Services,
Docklands Campus, 4-6 University Way, London, E16 2RD 

This event is open to anyone with an interest in oral history and its role in helping to
document, preserve and make accessible the narratives and stories of migration. It
will offer the opportunity to hear from a range of speakers and practitioners who
have worked with oral history projects on migration and refugee issues. It will also
provide an opportunity to view selected exhibition and archival materials in the
Archive room and the chance to network and discuss your own projects and
contribute ideas on how we can develop the Migration SIG. 

This event will be held at the Refugee Council Archive at the University of East
London. UEL has been home to the Refugee Council Archive for over sixteen years
now and the collection is developing into one of the largest collections in the UK
focusing on refugee and migration experiences. The archive now contains a growing
number of collections focusing on issues of refugee and migration studies with an
increasing focus on the role of oral history. 

Timetable: 
4pm-5.40pm: Introductions followed by panel session with short presentations
from each of the panel followed by questions. 
5.40pm-6.10pm: Break and a chance to see the exhibitions. 
6.10pm-7pm: OHS Migration Special Interest Group discussion and plans for

mailto:fbr11@brighton.ac.uk


the future. 

Contact details: 
Paul V. Dudman, UEL Archivist: p.v.dudman@uel.ac.uk or 020 8223 7676 

The event is free – please register here:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/roundtable-on-the-importance-of-oral-history-
for-documenting-life-story-narratives-of-the-migration-tickets-61627957881  
 

2. Witness Seminar: The Birth of the
Modern Environmental Movement in
Britain (London)
03/06/2019 12.00-4.30pm 

Organised by the Department of Political Economy at KCL. 

This seminar will hear recollections from those involved in environmental political
campaigning in Britain during the 1960s and 1970s. This will include people who set
up new groups and people who joined pre-existing ones, individuals who worked full-
time in environmental groups and individuals who volunteered for them, and
witnesses who were campaigning on a national level and witnesses who were
working on a local level.

There will be two panels. Panel 1 will examine witnesses’ recollections of taking part
in environmental campaigning during the 1960s and 1970s. Panel 2 will examine
individuals’ life stories and in particular how they came to be motivated to campaign
on the environment. 

This event is free but please register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/witness-
seminar-the-birth-of-the-modern-environmental-movement-in-britain-tickets-
58907628302 

Further info can be found here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/witness-seminar-the-
birth-of-the-modern-environmental-movement-in-britain-london/

3. Oral History Network of Ireland’s
Annual Conference “Oral History in a
Digital World” (Limerick City)
28/06/2019 - 29/06/2019 

The Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI) is pleased to announce its 2019
conference on the theme of “Oral History in a Digital World.” Collecting oral history in
digital formats and putting recordings online is increasingly becoming standard
practice for oral historians. As such, this conference offers a timely opportunity to
consider the possibilities and challenges offered by technological advances and
wider accessibility to collections through online platforms. This two-day conference
will take place at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, on Friday, June 28, and

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/political-economy


Saturday, June 29, 2019. 

Continuing OHNI’s tradition of inviting keynote speakers of international renown, we
are delighted to welcome to this year’s conference Doug Boyd, Director of the Louie
B. Nunn Center for Oral History at University of Kentucky, past president of the Oral
History Association, and manager of Oral History in the Digital Age. Doug is a key
innovator in the archiving and dissemination of oral history and leads the team that
developed the free, open-source OHMS system which synchronises text with audio
and video online. He is the co-editor (with Mary A. Larson) of the book Oral History
and Digital Humanities: Voice, Access, and Engagement, published by Palgrave
MacMillan in 2014. 

For more information including how to register, please go to:
https://www.oralhistorynetworkireland.ie/conferences/2019-conference/

4. Seminar: Religious Unbelief in Life
Story Interviews. Paul Merchant
(London)
Monday 17/06/2019. 12.30-1.30pm. Knowledge Centre, British Library.  

Though the majority of people living in the UK now say they have ‘no religion’, very
little is known about religious unbelief, beyond the public statements of New
Atheists. This talk discusses clips from life story recordings at the British Library from
the late twentieth century, in which interviewees tell us what, for them, religious
unbelief consists of, feels like and means. As well as shedding light on the nature
and diversity of unbelief, Paul will share tips and tools for finding very particular
material in very large collections of long life story interviews. 

There is a small entry fee, but plenty of tea/coffee and lovely cakes are provided! 

Details here: https://www.bl.uk/events/religious-unbelief-in-life-story-
interviews

Current Vacancies
1. Unlocking Our Sound Heritage Artist-
in-Residence (British Library)
 

As part of the Unlocking Our Sound Heritage (UOSH) project, the British Library is hosting an Artist-in
Residence. The artist’s work will be inspired by the sound archives and open the collections to new audiences
by collaborating with a chosen community organisation or charity working with adults or young people.

About the project 

Unlocking Our Sound Heritage is a nationwide project digitising at-risk sound recordings in order to make them
more accessible and to preserve them for the future. It aims to raise awareness about audio heritage through
the different national and regional partners, to increase participation and explore different ways of engaging



wider audiences, with the many stories and hidden histories that can be heard and experienced through the
power of voices, music, memories and the sound of the natural world. 

Unlocking Our Sound Heritage is supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

For more details and to apply please go to this link: 
https://www.bl.uk/projects/artist-in-residence-uosh

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 

The Society has published a document intended as a guide for organisations setting
up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning
professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to
deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral
history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been advising
and working in this field. 

To access the document, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality. 
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum

https://www.gcu.ac.uk/yunuscentre/study/rootsrevivalsandreinventions/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


subjects and improves community relations. 
  

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  

1. Introduction to Oral History

This self-contained day course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing with an opportunity
to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

07/08/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 

2. Developing your Oral History Skills 

This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History training day. This
‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

18/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 

3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 



This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms which oral history theatre can take,
such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation
around memory without transcript. 
 

23/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-
radio/ 

4. Digital Editing

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
gives a fun and hands on introduction to the principles and techniques of digitally editing oral history interviews.
It will cover how and why to edit oral history interview as well as providing practical experience in using digital
editing software. The course will also provide training in how to use digitally edited interviews in exhibitions,
websites, and CDs. No previous experience of digital editing or oral history is required, but participants who
have their own interviews to work with will benefit from the course. Places are limited to eight per day course to
ensure that each participant has access to a PC, and only two people from any one institution or project may
attend. Each course is led by one of the OHS/BL-accredited trainers. 
 

09/10/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/ 

5. Introduction to the New Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) for Oral Histories

This new workshop is run by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral History Society. Following
significant recent changes in data protection law, Dr Robert Perks, Lead Curator of Oral History at the British
Library and Director of National Life Stories, will explore the impact of these changes on oral historians,
including some sample scenarios. The course is aimed at interviewers, archivists, and project managers who
are recording and collecting recorded testimonies and narrative data for the purpose of archiving and public
access/reuse.

For guidance on data protection for oral historians and organisations holding oral history interviews see the Oral
History Society advice pages.

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into effect on 25 May 2018 and applies to any
organisation, individual or group which collects personal data. This includes oral history projects, charities,
community organisations, youth groups, libraries, museums, archives, educational organisations, and individual
researchers whether salaried, self-employed or voluntary. Places are limited and only two people from any
one institution or project may attend. 
 

11/07/2019  
(1:45 pm - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/data-protection/


Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-legislation-gdpr-for-oral-
historians/ 

6. Lives in Focus: Video 

In response to a growing demand, this one day course, jointly organised by National Life Stories at the British
Library and the Oral History Society will give an introduction to the principles and techniques of recording,
editing and distributing oral history on video. It is aimed at those with little or no experience and it will take
participants in a plain and simple way through the various stages of video production. 
 

24/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 4:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/lives-in-focus-recording-oral-history-interviews-on-video/ 

7. Tailored Training  

A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral History course
programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs
and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs
can be kept to a minimum. 

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced rate eligibility)
please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 

The Oral History Society would love to hear from you if you have
news to share with the wider oral history community! Please contact
our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote. 

 

 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
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OHS Annual General Meeting 2019
 

Each year the OHS holds an Annual General Meeting (AGM) to enable
members of the Society to find out what has been achieved over the past year
and to have a say in how the OHS should develop in the future. 

The 2019 AGM will be held at the OHS's annual conference at Swansea
University on Saturday 6 July (13.00-14.15 at the Taliesin Centre).  The full
agenda for the AGM can found online.  
  
The Annual Report and Annual Accounts for 2018-19 are also available
online. 

We do hope you can join us! You are welcome to attend even if you
haven't registered for the conference. 
 

ORAL HISTORY SOCIETY ANNUAL
CONFERENCE 2019

 

Oral History @ Work 
5-6 July, Swansea University   

Programme Available Online!
The Society's 2019 Conference at Swansea University, in association with
Llafur and Britain at Work, is less than a week away! If you haven't had a
chance to see the conference programme, click on this link
here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OH@Work-Final-
Programme.pdf 

Keynote Speakers 
Arthur McIvor, Professor of Social History and Director of the Scottish Oral
History Centre at the University of Strathclyde, Scotland 
Tom Hansell, documentary film maker and installation artist, Appallachian

https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSagmagenda2019.pdf
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Oral-History-Society-Annual-Report-2018-2019.pdf
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018-Signed-Accts.pdf
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OH@Work-Final-Programme.pdf


State University 
Beth Thomas, former Keeper of History & Archaeology at Amgueddfa Cymru
and content lead for the redevelopment of St Fagans National Museum of
History 
  
There is a Welsh medium strand to the conference for contributions in the
Welsh language. Simultaneous translation will be available for non-Welsh
speakers. 

  

Oral History Journal @ 50 Special Issue
now available online!

 

Oral History celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2019, making it the oldest oral
history journal in the world. To celebrate, a special issue of highlights from the
past 50 years has been published. This issue is free to all and can be viewed
online or downloaded as a pdf with clickable links to articles.

https://www.ohs.org.uk/conferences/conference-2019/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/journal/ohj-50/


 

Upcoming Events
1. Saving Your Sounds: An introduction
to preserving and using sound
collections (Leicester)
Date: 09/07/2019 
Time: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Location: Ogden Lewis seminar rooms in the David Wilson Library at the
University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester LE1 7RH.  

https://www.ohs.org.uk/journal/ohj-50/


This is a joint event with the Unlocking Our Sound Heritage project. It will look at
conserving and using sound recordings. This will interest any local history group or
museum, library, archive or individual that holds sound recordings or is thinking of
working with old sound recordings. 

This event is FREE and is on Tuesday 9th July from 10am–3.30pm. To register
contact Colin Hyde on ch38@le.ac.uk or tel: 0116 229 7358. If you want lunch,
please state if you have any particular dietary requirements. 

This event is organised by the Unlocking Our Sound Heritage Midlands Hub with the
East Midlands Oral History Archive (EMOHA) and support from the Oral History
Society. 

If you hold sound collections, this is an excellent opportunity to learn about the
formats you have, how to store them, what to think about if planning digitisation,
what information to catalogue and how sound can used to support learning and
engagement activities. Further info here: https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/saving-your-
sounds-an-introduction-to-preserving-and-using-sound-collections-leicester/

2. Working-Class Studies Association
Conference (Kent)
The Working-Class Studies Association Conference 2019, ‘Beyond the
Heartlands’ will be held at the University of Kent, Canterbury – 3-6 September
2019. 

With a growing awareness of class-based inequality, Brexit, and a new willingness to
discuss working-class issues, we are pleased to announce that the next conference
of the Working-Class Studies Association will be held in the UK in September 2019.
In its fifteen-year history, this will be the first time the Working-Class Studies
Association will hold its conference outside its heartland of the USA. This conference
aims to build and consolidate work being carried out currently in the UK and Europe
with the USA and elsewhere in the world. 

Working-Class Studies as a field seeks to bring together academics, activists, artists
and others interested in working-class issues and themes. As an interdisciplinary
field, it brings together sociologists, literary scholars, anthropologists, geographers,
historians, cultural studies scholars, creative writers, and economists amongst
others.  

Conference themes will include: 
– Class and Education 
– Deindustrialisation, Work, and Class 
– Nostalgia, Memory, Heritage, and Loss 
– Class Cultures and Identities
– Working-Class Health and Embodiment 
– Place, Belonging, and Class 
– Class and its Intersections 

For more information, please go to:

https://www.bl.uk/projects/unlocking-our-sound-heritage
https://www2.le.ac.uk/library/find/specialcollections/unlocking-our-sound-heritage
https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/saving-your-sounds-an-introduction-to-preserving-and-using-sound-collections-leicester/


https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-
conference/

Current Vacancies
1. Oral History Assistant (Bletchley
Park, Milton Keynes)
 

Once the top-secret home to World War Two Codebreakers, our Mission is to preserve and enhance Bletchley
Park, to attract, engage and educate visitors from all over the world through the continuing restoration and
development of the entire estate and our exhibitions. Bletchley Park is a vibrant heritage attraction, open daily
to visitors. 

Bletchley Park is seeking an Oral History Assistant will support the Oral History Officer with: 
• Maintaining the Bletchley Park Oral History Project archive 
• Responding to enquiries about World War 2 signals intelligence personnel 
• Maintaining the Bletchley Park Roll of Honour 
• Managing volunteer support for the Oral History Project and Roll of Honour. 
• Publicising the Oral History Project at events. 

This is an interesting opportunity for someone with good interpersonal skills, experience in staff or volunteer
management, good IT, analytical and communication skills, and an interest in the Bletchley Park story. 

Post Location: Bletchley, Milton Keynes 
Post Duration: 36 months 
Post Hours: 37.5 per week 
Salary:20,000 per anum pro rata 

Application Closing Date: 14/072019 

Contact Telephone: 01908 272503 
Contact Email: recruitment@bletchleypark.org.uk 

Post URL: https://bletchleypark.org.uk/about-us/jobs

 

2. AHRC-Science Museum PhD
Studentship, UCL: ‘From London to
Mars, and Back to London: People,
Objects and the History of UK Space
Science’ (London)
 

Applications are invited for a PhD studentship at University College London on the history of UK space science
and technology. The student would be based at the Department of Science and Technology Studies (STS) at
UCL, and would start in September 2019. Supervisors are: Jon Agar (STS, UCL), Doug Millard (Science
Museum) and Lucie Green (Mullard Space Science Laboratory, UCL). 



The opportunity is to research a new history of UK space science, one that will i) link and deepen understanding
of two major collections of the material culture of space science, specifically objects in the collections of the
Science Museum Group and Mullard Space Science Laboratory; ii) capture fast-disappearing oral history of
British space science; iii) by linking the personal to the material, explore a social and cultural history of a
research school of extraordinary technological reach and scientific exploration; iv) be completed in time to
inform and shape major ongoing plans for the planned new space gallery at the Science Museum.
Methodologically, the project entails training and application in archival, object collection and oral history
approaches. 

Applicants are generally expected to hold a minimum of a 2.i degree at undergraduate level in an appropriate
subject, plus a recognised postgraduate programme of research training (ie MSc) or substantial equivalent
experience in a relevant specialist area. 

The (typically three-year full-time) studentship is part of the Collaborative Doctoral Programme, funded by the
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) through a consortium including the Science Museum Group.
The full-time stipend for 2019/20 is £17,559. 

More information about the Department of Science and Technology Studies can be found here:
www.ucl.ac.uk/sts 

Applicants should send: i) a CV and ii) a statement of interest (maximum 2 pages) to Professor Jon Agar
(jonathan.agar@ucl.ac.uk) by 8 July 2019 

Interview for the studentship will take place on 15 July 2019 

Informal inquiries are welcome. Please contact Jon Agar if you have further questions. 

Post URL: https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BSC939/ahrc-science-museum-phd-studentship-at-ucl-from-
london-to-mars-and-back-to-london-people-objects-and-the-history-of-uk-space-science

 

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 

The Society has published a document intended as a guide for organisations setting
up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning
professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to
deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral
history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been advising
and working in this field. 



To access the document, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality. 
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  

1. Introduction to Oral History

http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


This self-contained day course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing with an opportunity
to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

06/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 

11/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 

2. Developing your Oral History Skills 

This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History training day. This
‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

18/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 

3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms which oral history theatre can take,
such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation
around memory without transcript. 
 

23/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-
radio/ 

4. Digital Editing

This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society
gives a fun and hands on introduction to the principles and techniques of digitally editing oral history interviews.
It will cover how and why to edit oral history interview as well as providing practical experience in using digital
editing software. The course will also provide training in how to use digitally edited interviews in exhibitions,
websites, and CDs. No previous experience of digital editing or oral history is required, but participants who
have their own interviews to work with will benefit from the course. Places are limited to eight per day course to



ensure that each participant has access to a PC, and only two people from any one institution or project may
attend. Each course is led by one of the OHS/BL-accredited trainers. 
 

09/10/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/ 

5. Introduction to the New Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) for Oral Histories

This new workshop is run by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral History Society. Following
significant recent changes in data protection law, Dr Robert Perks, Lead Curator of Oral History at the British
Library and Director of National Life Stories, will explore the impact of these changes on oral historians,
including some sample scenarios. The course is aimed at interviewers, archivists, and project managers who
are recording and collecting recorded testimonies and narrative data for the purpose of archiving and public
access/reuse.

For guidance on data protection for oral historians and organisations holding oral history interviews see the Oral
History Society advice pages.

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into effect on 25 May 2018 and applies to any
organisation, individual or group which collects personal data. This includes oral history projects, charities,
community organisations, youth groups, libraries, museums, archives, educational organisations, and individual
researchers whether salaried, self-employed or voluntary. Places are limited and only two people from any
one institution or project may attend. 
 

11/07/2019  
(1:45 pm - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-legislation-gdpr-for-oral-
historians/ 

6. Lives in Focus: Video 

In response to a growing demand, this one day course, jointly organised by National Life Stories at the British
Library and the Oral History Society will give an introduction to the principles and techniques of recording,
editing and distributing oral history on video. It is aimed at those with little or no experience and it will take
participants in a plain and simple way through the various stages of video production. 
 

24/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 4:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/lives-in-focus-recording-oral-history-interviews-on-video/ 

7. Tailored Training  

A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral History course
programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs

http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/data-protection/


and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs
can be kept to a minimum. 

Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced rate eligibility)
please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 

The Oral History Society would love to hear from you if you have
news to share with the wider oral history community! Please contact
our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote. 

 

 

 
 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
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OHS ANNUAL CONFERENCE - THANK YOU
 
 

We would like to thank all of those who attended and participated in our conference 
'Oral History @ Work' in association with Llafur and Britain at Work at Swansea 
University earlier this month. A big thank you also to Swansea University for 
hosting and supporting our annual conference this year. We hope that you found the 
papers and discussions to be varied, timely, relevant, thought-provoking and
stimulating! Thanks also to those Social Media users who contributed posts and
discussions using 
#OHatWork19. 
 
If you're already thinking about the next OHS Conference, you'll be pleased to hear
that the call for papers is now available online! 3-4 July 2020 'Oral History and the
Media' hosted by Bournemouth University.

Upcoming Events

1. Lore and the Living Archive:
exhibition of original artworks and
artefacts from the Doc Rowe Archive
and Collection (Whitby)
Date: 07/08/2019 - 08/09/2019 
Location: Pannett Art Gallery, Whitby 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSconf2020_CfP_A4_web.pdf


 
Lore and the Living Archive is the culmination of two years of research and
development for three emerging artists who have been commissioned to respond to
artefacts in Whitby’s Doc Rowe Archive and Collection – and Whitby resident, Doc
Rowe, himself as collector.

Photographer, Bryony Bainbridge; printmaker and poet, Natalie Reid, and
multimedia artist, Anna FC Smith, contemplate what place traditions have in
contemporary society and how they influence the communities in which they
originate. The artists also consider the role of the archivist and how his presence at
some events has become as anticipated and revered as the tradition itself.

Lore and the Living Archive opened at Touchstones Rochdale in May 2018, before
moving to London’s Cecil Sharp House, home to the English Folk Dance and Song
Society, earlier this year.

The exhibition at Whitby’s Pannett Art Gallery will see the original artworks displayed
alongside a curated selection of artefacts, film and photography from the Archive
that illustrate customs from across the British Isles and complement the themes
explored through the new artworks. The exhibition will be open during Whitby Folk
Week.

Whitby resident Doc Rowe has been documenting the customs of the British Isles
for much of his life, including an annual pilgrimage to Padstow’s May Day since
1963. His passion – or habit – has seen him amass an enviable archive and
collection which is currently housed in Whitby. This living archive, growing year on
year, charts the rise, decline and revival of many of our calendar customs.

Project manager, Stephanie West, says: “Doc Rowe’s archive is of national
importance and significance. The sheer volume of audio and video material
documenting British folk culture is unmatched by any other collection in the country,
and for the first time, we have the opportunity to understand its continuing relevance
by opening it up to artist interpretation. 

“The exhibition will allow us to explore the role of the folklorist and collector in the
present day, and how intangible traditional customs can be ‘preserved’ for future
reflection and artistic contemplation.” 

For images, interviews with Doc Rowe and the artists, and more information,
please contact Sophie Parkes-Nield via sophie@sophieparkes.co.uk or 07854
160624.

2. Working-Class Studies
Association Conference (Kent)

mailto:sophie@sophieparkes.co.uk


03/09/2019 - 06/09/2019 
 

The Working-Class Studies Association Conference 2019, ‘Beyond the
Heartlands’ will be held at the University of Kent, Canterbury – 3-6 September 2019.

With a growing awareness of class-based inequality, Brexit, and a new willingness to
discuss working-class issues, we are pleased to announce that the next conference
of the Working-Class Studies Association will be held in the UK in September 2019.
In its fifteen-year history, this will be the first time the Working-Class Studies
Association will hold its conference outside its heartland of the USA. This conference
aims to build and consolidate work being carried out currently in the UK and Europe
with the USA and elsewhere in the world.

Working-Class Studies as a field seeks to bring together academics, activists, artists
and others interested in working-class issues and themes. As an interdisciplinary
field, it brings together sociologists, literary scholars, anthropologists, geographers,
historians, cultural studies scholars, creative writers, and economists amongst
others. 

Conference themes will include: 
– Class and Education 
– Deindustrialisation, Work, and Class 
– Nostalgia, Memory, Heritage, and Loss 
– Class Cultures and Identities 
– Working-Class Health and Embodiment 
– Place, Belonging, and Class 
– Class and its Intersections

For more information please go
to:  https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-
conference/

3. The Practices of Doing Public
History (London)
17/09/2019 
 

Tuesday 17 September 2019

09:00 – 17:30

Will Thorne chamber, Stratford Old Town Hall, 29 The Broadway, London E15 4BQ

A one-day symposium bringing together public historians, academics,
archivists, community heritage groups and local organisations.

https://wcstudiesassociation.wordpress.com/2018/10/02/cfp-for-wcsa-2019-conference/


The event features presentations about a diverse range of public history projects
including the Black Cultural Archives, Pride of Place: England’s LGBTQ
Heritage, Shrouds of the Somme and Playing the Archive. The day includes a
community consultation event by the East End Women’s Museum and ends with a
roundtable discussing how history, regeneration and resistance.

It is free to attend and all are welcome.

Please register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ucl-public-history-present-the-
practices-of-doing-public-history-registration-64671626576

You can read more about our plans for a Public History MA on our new UCL East
campus, and our previous event at Toynbee Hall last year, here on the Social History
Society teaching exchange: http://socialhistory.org.uk/shs_exchange/ucl-and-the-
practices-of-public-history-in-east-london/

Current Vacancies
 
1. Experienced Oral Historian
needed for Interviews (London)
 

Learning Through the Arts (LTTA) is looking for an experienced Oral Historian to 
conduct a series of Oral History interviews to collect stories as part of a Heritage
Project.

This freelance role is to manage aspects of a heritage project involving oral history.

The Oral History Interviewer will oversee the collection and transcribing of local oral 
history of Caribbean migrants and their descendants.

You will work with a video/camera technician, mentor volunteers and would be
supported 
by a Project Coordinator. You would source and conduct interviews with adults and 
descendants of the Windrush generation. This post will benefit an individual with a
flair for 
local history and the skills to mentor others. You will take responsibility for your own
workload.

Applicants must be educated to at least degree level in history, culture arts or related
fields, 
have proven experience of project management, a track record of at least one oral
history 

https://blackculturalarchives.org/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/lgbtq-heritage-project/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/news/2018/nov/ucl-delivers-shrouds-somme-schools-project-mark-ww1
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/casa/research-projects/2018/sep/playing-archive
https://eastendwomensmuseum.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ucl-public-history-present-the-practices-of-doing-public-history-registration-64671626576
http://socialhistory.org.uk/shs_exchange/ucl-and-the-practices-of-public-history-in-east-london/


project, excellent team working skills, the ability to lead volunteers, appropriate IT
skills 
and the ability to act on their own initiative.

There is an opportunity to work on multiple heritage projects we have surrounding 
Oral History in varying locations.

Post Location: Working remotely – Interviews will be conducted in various locations
across London, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire 
Post Duration: Ad-Hoc 
Post Hours: up to 5 a week 

To apply please forward your CV to admin@learningthroughthearts.co.uk

Application Closing Date: 8/10/19

Post URL: www.learningthroughthearts.co.uk

 
2. Call for Applications: Volunteer
Regional Networkers East of
England (Essex area)
The Oral History Society is recruiting 1 new networker based in the East of England
(Essex area) to join the Society’s Regional Network.

The OHS Regional Network consists of a group of accredited members of the Oral
History Society (OHS) who volunteer to act as a point of contact for anyone seeking
information about oral history. OHS Regional Networkers actively encourage and
support the development and use of oral history in their own locality while
highlighting the need to adhere to the good practice and ethical guidelines of the
OHS. They respond to inquiries and share their knowledge, expertise and passion
for oral history.

Experience Required: We invite oral history practitioners with at least 3 years’
experience of working with oral history in some or any of the following areas:

Museums
Sound Archives
Education and Schools
Community projects, especially National Heritage Lottery Fund ones
Diversity and Inclusion
Digital Media for dissemination 
 

mailto:admin@learningthroughthearts.co.uk
http://www.learningthroughthearts.co.uk/


Candidates should be:

a paid member of the OHS
willing to respond to inquiries from members of the public about oral history
able to provide advice on best practice and ethical guidelines
willing to actively encourage and support oral history in your region
able to attend a minimum of one annual regional networker event every three
years 
 

As a Networker you will:

be part of a supportive and friendly network of experienced practitioners from
across the country
be able to draw on the collective expertise of and join discussions with other
networkers through the
Virtual Network e-discussion list
be able to participate in CPD events such as the annual network event 
 

If you’re interested in applying for the role, please contact (advert closes 2nd
August 2019):

Regional Network Co-ordinator, Juliana
Vandegrift: juliana.vandegrift@btinternet.com

Or Deputy Regional Network Co-ordinator, Padmini
Broomfield: PadminiB@gmx.com 

For more information about the Regional Network,
visit: https://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/

 

mailto:juliana.vandegrift@btinternet.com
mailto:PadminiB@gmx.com


 
3. Discovering the Guildhall
(Portsmouth)
 
Oral History Timed Summary
Volunteers and Archive Cataloguing
Volunteers Needed!
The Guildhall, Portsmouth has a rich and varied past having housed Portsmouth
Police Station and cells, been a civic centre for the city, was bombed during WWII,
rebuilt and is now a Grade II listed building. As a music venue it has hosted famous
‘names’ including Ella Fitzgerald, Shirley Bassey, The Who, The Beatles, and so on,
and it was the venue Pink Floyd first played Dark Side of the Moon. Politically and
socially it has a very interesting history having been visited by Churchill, Moseley,
and Christabel Pankhurst to figures such as President Clinton, Princess Diana,
Thatcher, and members of the royal family.

The Discovering the Guildhall project focusses on capturing people’s memories of
the Guildhall, gathering archive material, cataloguing and digitising these items to
create an online resource. We are creating two short documentary films, an
exhibition, and have delivered an outreach programme.

Oral History Timed Summary Volunteers:

As part of this project we have been gathering local residents memories through oral
history interviews and we are now looking for volunteers to produce timed
summaries.

If you have experience that would be helpful, however, we can provide training if not.

Oral history recordings will be emailed to you at home and completed timed
summaries sent to the project team so you do not need to travel to the Guildhall.

Archive Cataloguing Volunteers:

As part of this project we have been gathering archive material (e.g. photographs,
letters, documents about the rebuilding of the Guildhall after the bombing, concert
tickets, programmes etc. ) and have had some items generously donated to us. We
now need to catalogue all of the archive material before digitising it and making it
available to people online via our website.



Ideally we are looking for one or two volunteers with cataloguing experience which
they can bring to the project, as well as volunteers with no previous experience but
who are interested in learning.

Organisation: The Guildhall Trust, Portsmouth Guildhall, PO1 2AB

Location: Archiving and oral history interviewing at Portsmouth Guildhall.
Summarising interviews at home. 
Expenses: Travel and parking expenses

Contact Name: Nicola Peacock 
Email Address: nicola.peacock@portsmouthguildhall.org.uk

Closing Date of Project: April 2020

 

 

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 
 
The Society has published a document intended as a guide for organisations setting
up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning
professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to
deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral
history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been advising
and working in this field. 
 
To access the document, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

 

mailto:nicola.peacock@portsmouthguildhall.org.uk


The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality.
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

 

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Oral History 
 
This self-contained day course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the
British Library and the Oral History Society, aims to be an informal and practical
introduction to oral history interviewing with an opportunity to handle recording

http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral history, life stories and
memory. 
 

06/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
 

 
 

11/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

  

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 
 
2. Developing your Oral History Skills 
 
This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to
Oral History training day. This ‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on
and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

18/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 
 
3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and
radio 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library
and the Oral History Society will present a brief history of the genre and an overview
of the various forms which oral history theatre can take, such as strict documentary
(or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for
scripting, and improvisation around memory without transcript. 
 

23/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-
into-plays-for-stage-and-radio/ 
 
4. Lives in Focus: Video 



 
In response to a growing demand, this one day course, jointly organised by National
Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society will give an
introduction to the principles and techniques of recording, editing and distributing
oral history on video. It is aimed at those with little or no experience and it will take
participants in a plain and simple way through the various stages of video
production. 
 

24/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 4:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/lives-in-focus-recording-oral-history-
interviews-on-video/ 
 
7. Tailored Training  
 
A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction
to Oral History course programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library
accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs and agree a programme.
He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer
local to you so that costs can be kept to a minimum. 
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content
and reduced rate eligibility) please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 
 
The Oral History Society would love to hear from
you if you have news to share with the wider oral
history community! Please contact our publicity
officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to
promote. 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
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IHR Oral History Seminar
The OHS Higher Education Group is looking for speakers to present a paper
relating to their oral history research and/or reflections on oral history methods
and practice for this academic year's IHR Oral History Seminar Series
(2019/2020). Seminars are held in London, typically on a Thursday evening
between 6 and 8pm. If you are interested in presenting, or have any questions,
please contact the Society's IHR Seminar Coordinator, Joel Morley:
Joel.Morley@bristol.ac.uk.  
 
The IHR Oral History Seminar Series is jointly funded by the IHR and the Oral
History Society. 
 

 
 

National Life Stories Goodison
Fellowship 2020-21

 
Got an idea for sharing oral histories in the public domain? Apply for the
NLS Goodison Fellowship to help fund it! 



 
National Life Stories, the oral history charitable trust based at the British
Library, is pleased to announce that applications are now open for the National
Life Stories Goodison Fellowship 2020-21. The aim of the Fellowship is to
increase public knowledge and awareness of oral history, particularly of the
National Life Stories collections. The award of £5,000 is open anyone resident
in the United Kingdom who wishes to use the National Life Stories oral history
collections to reflect on life stories and memory, and share the results of their
research in the public domain. Past Fellows have used the award to stage an
exhibition, write a play script, research a book, write scholarly, online and
journal articles and produce a series of radio programmes. 
 
For more information and application details visit:
https://www.bl.uk/nls/fellowships 
 
The closing date for applications is midnight on Monday 28 October
2019. 
 
Post Duration: 3-9 months(months) 
Salary: £5,000 
  

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

 
The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the

http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality.
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

Upcoming Events

1. Bridget Kendall MBE: Oral Histories

of the Cold War (London)
Date: Thu, 5 Sep, 19:30 – 21:00  
Location: The National Archives, Kew 
 
Tickets £12-15 
 
Bridget Kendall explores the Cold War through the eyes of those who experienced
it first-hand. Alongside historical and political context, her work draws on exclusive
interviews with individuals who lived through the conflict’s key events, offering a
variety of perspectives that reveal how the Cold War was experienced by ordinary
people. 



 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bridget-kendall-mbe-oral-histories-of-the-cold-war-
tickets-63331851272

2. The Practices of Doing Public History

(London)
Date: Tuesday, 17th September, 9am - 5.30pm. 
FREE 
Location: Will Thorne chamber, Stratford Old Town Hall, 29 The Broadway,
London E15 4BQ 
 
A one-day symposium bringing together public historians, academics, archivists,
community heritage groups and local organisations. 
 
The event features presentations about a diverse range of public history projects
including the Black Cultural Archives, Pride of Place: England’s LGBTQ
Heritage, Shrouds of the Somme and Playing the Archive. The day includes a
community consultation event by the East End Women’s Museum and ends with a
roundtable discussing how history, regeneration and resistance. 
 
Please register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ucl-public-history-present-
the-practices-of-doing-public-history-registration-64671626576 
 
You can read more about University College London's plans for a Public
History MA at their new UCL East campus, and their previous event at Toynbee
Hall last year, here: http://socialhistory.org.uk/shs_exchange/ucl-and-the-
practices-of-public-history-in-east-london/ 

3. A Century of Sound: Oral History
Archives and Unlocking Our Sound
Heritage (Leicester) 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bridget-kendall-mbe-oral-histories-of-the-cold-war-tickets-63331851272


Thu, 19 Sep, 10:00 – 11:00 
FREE 
David Wilson Library, University of Leicester 
 
A brief history of recording the human voice 
 
Join us on a journey through the history of recorded sound: from the earliest means
of recording the human voice through an array of 20th century innovations to today’s
digital technology. Learn about how we preserve old analogue recordings in new
digital formats. Listen to voices from the archives, from the distant and crackling
voices of great and good Victorians to contemporary oral history recordings that
capture Leicestershire’s rich and diverse heritage. 
 
Report to reception on the Ground Floor of the David Wilson Library. 
 
Area is accessible for wheelchair users. We request that pushchairs & prams are left
outside of the store. Children are welcome under parental/guardian supervision at all
times. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-century-of-sound-oral-history-archives-and-
unlocking-our-sound-heritage-tickets-63752905657 
 

4. War from the inside: Oral histories
from the BBC (Brighton)
Sat, 19 October 2019 
FREE 
The Keep, Woollards Way, Brighton, BN1 9BP

Join us to explore rare recordings from the BBC’s vaults and the stories they tell
about how our national broadcaster has reported war and helped us live through it. 
 
Eighty years ago, on 3 Sept 1939, the ponderous voice … through the radio.. ‘We
are at war’… 
 
To mark this anniversary, the Mass Observation Archive is teaming up with the BBC
and the University of Sussex. Through hearing personal accounts from key BBC
figures, we'll explore how the BBC helped shape our experience of World War 2 - at
home, abroad, and in our minds. We'll also retrace landmark coverage of the Blitz
and D-Day, but also lesser known stories from behind-the-scenes. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-from-the-inside-oral-histories-from-the-bbc-
tickets-70743394397?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-century-of-sound-oral-history-archives-and-unlocking-our-sound-heritage-tickets-63752905657
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-from-the-inside-oral-histories-from-the-bbc-tickets-70743394397?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


5. Workshop. Untold Stories: Bringing
together oral histories of Britain’s
railways (Leicester)
Saturday 16 November 2019. 09.30–17.30 
£25 per ticket

Are you thinking of collecting oral histories relating to railways?

Do you have oral history recordings and want to learn more?

Interested in lost stories from Britain’s oral history?

Are you already involved – or simply interested in railway history?

This one-day workshop hosted by the National Railway Museum and the University
of Leicester will provide an opportunity to share best practice in collecting railway
oral histories, improve awareness of existing collections, and explore the potential
contribution of railway oral histories to wider social histories as well as railways
themselves.

There will be opportunities to meet leading practitioners and historians from the
museum and heritage railway organisations from across the UK.

Aspects to be considered will include:

Who is currently doing what? Many people are collecting railway oral histories,
but there is no easy way of keeping track of their subject matter, location and
availability to the public
What collections already exist, what do they cover, and how can we access
them?
Good practice in collecting railway oral histories – and some things to avoid
How can railway oral histories contribute to other aspects of social history such
as family life in a railway environment, the nature and experience of women’s
work, or business history?
Where do we go from here? What opportunities are there for future research
and collaboration

These questions will be explored through presentations, demonstrations and case
studies, panel discussions, and a poster display. The emphasis of the workshop is
on the practical aspects of collecting and using oral history, and it will also provide
opportunities for informal networking.

For booking details please go to: https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/whats-
on/untold-stories-bringing-together-oral-histories-britains-railways

C V i
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Current Vacancies
1. Heritage Project Manager
(Southampton)
 

Post Description: To deliver an exciting project which will research and
celebrate the history of Avenue St Andrew’s United Reformed Church as a
church which helps others. Please go to this link for further information on the
project: Heritage project manager for Avenue 2020 project – job description

Responsible to: Avenue 2020 project team.

Further information: The successful applicant will hold a degree.

The Avenue St Andrew’s Archives Room is on the first floor and accessible only by a
flight of stairs.

The post is funded by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

To find out more contact the Avenue St Andrew’s church office (10am-2pm, Mon,
Wed-Fri) on 02380 678787 or office@asaurc.org.uk.

Applications must be in before 6 September 2019, 12 midday.

For more details: https://www.ohs.org.uk/heritage-project-manager-southampton/
 

2. Project Co-ordinator (freelance)
(London / Birmingham / Manchester)
 

Post Description: Tape Letters: Invitation to tender for Project Co-ordination
work

Modus Arts is seeking a Project Coordinator for the Tape Letters project which sets
to unearth, archive and re/present to the public a portrait of the cultural heritage of
Pakistani immigrants who settled in Britain between 1960-1980 commenting on their
experiences of migration and identity as revealed through their use of audio cassette
tapes as a mode of long-distance communication.

Drawing directly both from first-hand interviews and from the informal and intimate
conversations on the cassettes themselves, the project seeks to shine light on this
unorthodox method of communication, commenting on individual experiences of
migration and identity, commenting on the unusual use of cassette tape technology,
and commenting on the languages used in the recordings.

Contract Project Coordinator – freelance contract. 43 days at £200 a day: £8,600.
National travel expenses paid. Contractor must be self-employed.

https://www.ohs.org.uk/heritage-project-manager-southampton/heritage-project-manager-for-avenue-2020-project-job-description/
mailto:office@asaurc.org.uk
https://www.ohs.org.uk/heritage-project-manager-southampton/


Purpose Coordination of volunteer and freelance staff. Managing (with the Project
Manager) the collection of the Tape Letters archive.

Timeframe October 2019 – October 2020. Average of 1 day per week spent on the
project. 
 
Closing date: 10 am on Thursday 19 September 2019.

For more details: 
https://www.ohs.org.uk/project-co-ordinator-freelance-london-birmingham-
manchester/

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 
 
The Society has published a document intended as a guide for organisations setting
up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning
professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to
deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral
history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been advising
and working in this field. 
 
To access the document, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/

 

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Oral History 
This course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and
the Oral History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral
history interviewing with an opportunity to handle recording equipment and discuss

https://www.gcu.ac.uk/yunuscentre/study/rootsrevivalsandreinventions/


some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

16/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 

3/11/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

Manchester Central Library 
Manchester Central Library, Manchester 
M2 5PD

 
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 
 
2. Developing your Oral History Skills 
 
This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to
Oral History training day. This ‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on
and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

18/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 
 
3. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and
radio 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library
and the Oral History Society will present a brief history of the genre and an overview
of the various forms which oral history theatre can take, such as strict documentary
(or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for
scripting, and improvisation around memory without transcript. 
 

23/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-
into-plays-for-stage-and-radio/ 
 



4. Lives in Focus: Video 
 
In response to a growing demand, this one day course, jointly organised by National
Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral History Society will give an
introduction to the principles and techniques of recording, editing and distributing
oral history on video. It is aimed at those with little or no experience and it will take
participants in a plain and simple way through the various stages of video
production. 
 

24/09/2019  
(10:00 am - 4:30 pm)

British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/lives-in-focus-recording-oral-history-
interviews-on-video/ 
 
6. Archival Management of Oral History Collections

This course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral
History Society and the Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists
and those managing audio archive material. The day course covers the practical,
technical and ethical issues around the selection, collection and description of oral
history and other recorded personal testimony and spoken word on multiple audio
formats.  It also explores opportunities that oral history-based partnerships offer
archives for community engagement.

10/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-
collections/

6. Tailored Training 
 
A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction
to Oral History course programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library
accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs and agree a programme.
He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer
local to you so that costs can be kept to a minimum. 
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/


Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content
and reduced rate eligibility) please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share? Please do get in
touch! 

 
 
If you have news to share with the wider oral history
community, The Oral History Society would love to
hear from you! Please contact our publicity officer,
Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk), with
any news and events you would like to promote. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSconf2020_CfP_A4_web.pdf
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New Book on Transcribing Oral History
"Transcribing Oral History offers a comprehensive guide to the transcription
of qualitative interviews, an often richly debated practice within oral
history...Based upon the author’s personal experience as a freelance
transcriptionist and interviews with more than 30 professionals working around
the world in the oral history and qualitative research fields, this is an
indispensable guide for those involved in interviews and transcription at any
level of an oral history project, including historians, transcriptionists,
interviewers, project administrators, archivists, researchers and students. 
 
Teresa Bergen is a Portland, Oregon, USA-based freelance writer and
transcriptionist. She has transcribed, indexed and edited qualitative interviews
for more than 20 years, and is a member of the Oral History Association. Her
articles appear in many consumer magazines and websites."          



 

                             

 

National Life Stories Goodison
Fellowship 2020-21

 
Got an idea for sharing oral histories in the public domain? Apply for the
NLS Goodison Fellowship to help fund it! 
 
National Life Stories, the oral history charitable trust based at the British
Library, is pleased to announce that applications are now open for the National
Life Stories Goodison Fellowship 2020-21. The aim of the Fellowship is to
increase public knowledge and awareness of oral history, particularly of the
National Life Stories collections. The award of £5,000 is open anyone resident
in the United Kingdom who wishes to use the National Life Stories oral history
collections to reflect on life stories and memory, and share the results of their
research in the public domain. Past Fellows have used the award to stage an
exhibition, write a play script, research a book, write scholarly, online and
journal articles and produce a series of radio programmes. 
 
For more information and application details visit:
https://www.bl.uk/nls/fellowships 
 

https://www.routledge.com/Transcribing-Oral-History-1st-Edition/Bergen/p/book/9780815350934


The closing date for applications is midnight on Monday 28 October
2019. 
 
Post Duration: 3-9 months(months) 
Salary: £5,000 
  

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

 
The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional
Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality.
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


Upcoming Events

1. 'Cabin Crew Conflict: the British

Airways Dispute 2009-11'(Newcastle)
Wednesday 2 October, 17.00-18.30 
Armstrong Building: Room 1.06, Newcastle University 
 
Oral History Collective + Labour & Society Seminar led by Sian Moore and Phil
Taylor. 
 
In 2009, cabin crew in the BASSA union embarked on a historic, two-year battle
against British Airways which was seeking to impose reduced crew levels and to
transform working conditions. In the face of employer hostility, legal obstruction,
government opposition and adverse media coverage, this workforce, diverse in
terms of gender, sexuality, race and nationality undertook determined resistance.
Cabin Crew Conflict (Pluto, 2019) tells the strikers’ story, focusing on cabin crew
responses, perceptions of events, and their lived experiences of taking industrial
action in a hostile climate. 

2. Brick Lane 1978: The Turning Point -



Project launch | Photography | Film |

Oral Histories (London)
Date: Fri, 4 Oct, 17:00 – 20:00 
Location: Four Corners Film, 121 Roman Road, London, E2 0QN 
 
What do you know about the 1978 anti-racist uprising around Brick Lane? 
 
With the help of volunteers and original activists, Four Corners and Swadhinata
Trust are creating a vital record of this watershed moment. Find out more about the
uprising and how you can bring this project to life. 
 
Come along to our Roman Road building on the 4th October and discover how you
can gain skills, get inspired and shed light on local history. Enjoy refreshments and
hear from the Councillor Sabina Akhtar along with those who were there in 1978. 
 
Brick Lane 1978: The Turning Point is an ambitious project offering all sorts of ways
to get involved over the next 2 years. Whatever your interests or availability, we'd
love to see you there! 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bridget-kendall-mbe-oral-histories-of-the-cold-war-
tickets-63331851272

3. War from the inside: Oral histories
from the BBC (Brighton)
Sat, 19 October 2019 
FREE 
The Keep, Woollards Way, Brighton, BN1 9BP

Join us to explore rare recordings from the BBC’s vaults and the stories they tell
about how our national broadcaster has reported war and helped us live through it. 
 
Eighty years ago, on 3 Sept 1939, the ponderous voice … through the radio.. ‘We
are at war’… 
 
To mark this anniversary, the Mass Observation Archive is teaming up with the BBC
and the University of Sussex. Through hearing personal accounts from key BBC
figures, we'll explore how the BBC helped shape our experience of World War 2 - at
home, abroad, and in our minds. We'll also retrace landmark coverage of the Blitz
and D-Day, but also lesser known stories from behind-the-scenes. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bridget-kendall-mbe-oral-histories-of-the-cold-war-tickets-63331851272


 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-from-the-inside-oral-histories-from-the-bbc-
tickets-70743394397?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

4. LGBTQ Oral History Project Sharing
(London)
Tue 29 October 2019, 12.30-16.15. 
London Met Archives, 40 Northampton Rd, London, EC1R 0HU

Following the success of their Skills Sharing Days in London and Liverpool last year,
the Oral History Society’s LGBTQ Special Interest Group invite you to an afternoon
of project sharing and discussion. Project presentations will include opportunities for
questions, enabling a consideration of issues such as: funding; interviews and
outputs, and archiving. 
 
LGBTQ oral history is a vibrant area which has the potential to bring together
community projects and those working in an academic environment; we would like to
welcome those from any background and with any level of experience. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lgbtq-oral-history-project-sharing-tickets-
72059358481 
 

5. 'Singing All Day Long?' Oral History
and the Colchester Rag Trade 1890-1950
(Essex) 
Date: Sat, 16 Nov, 14:00 – 16:00 
Location: Ivor Crewe Lecture Hall. University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park,
Colchester, CO4 3SQ 
 
Colchester historian Andrew Phillips uses oral history interviews to explore the
history of the town's clothing trade and its workers. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-from-the-inside-oral-histories-from-the-bbc-tickets-70743394397?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/singing-all-day-long-oral-history-and-the-colchester-
rag-trade-1890-1950-tickets-73955529981

6. Workshop. Untold Stories: Bringing
together oral histories of Britain’s
railways (Leicester)
Saturday 16 November 2019. 09.30–17.30 
£25 per ticket

Are you thinking of collecting oral histories relating to railways?

Do you have oral history recordings and want to learn more?

Interested in lost stories from Britain’s oral history?

Are you already involved – or simply interested in railway history?

This one-day workshop hosted by the National Railway Museum and the University
of Leicester will provide an opportunity to share best practice in collecting railway
oral histories, improve awareness of existing collections, and explore the potential
contribution of railway oral histories to wider social histories as well as railways
themselves.

There will be opportunities to meet leading practitioners and historians from the
museum and heritage railway organisations from across the UK.

Aspects to be considered will include:

Who is currently doing what? Many people are collecting railway oral histories,
but there is no easy way of keeping track of their subject matter, location and
availability to the public
What collections already exist, what do they cover, and how can we access
them?
Good practice in collecting railway oral histories – and some things to avoid
How can railway oral histories contribute to other aspects of social history such
as family life in a railway environment, the nature and experience of women’s



work, or business history?
Where do we go from here? What opportunities are there for future research
and collaboration

These questions will be explored through presentations, demonstrations and case
studies, panel discussions, and a poster display. The emphasis of the workshop is
on the practical aspects of collecting and using oral history, and it will also provide
opportunities for informal networking.

For booking details please go to: https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/whats-
on/untold-stories-bringing-together-oral-histories-britains-railways

Current Vacancies
1. Deputy Director. Eastside Community
Heritage. (Ilford)
 

The successful applicant will take forward a strategy to develop and enhance our
community heritage provision, and manage a small team of project officers. 
 
Eastside Community Heritage has been working in east London for over 21 years,
and during that time we have become one of the nation’s leading community
heritage organisations. We established the Hidden-Histories Archive, which today
contains over four thousand irreplaceable digitalised oral histories of Londoners. 
 
Post Location: Ilford 
Post Duration: 2 years 
Post Hours: 35 per week 
Salary: £28,000-30,000 per anum pro rata 
 
For more details please go to: www.hidden-histories.org 
 
Application Closing Date: 30/09/2019

 

2. Oral History Trainer Recruitment 2019
- Up to 3 Places Available.

 

Applications are invited from members of the Oral History Society with the relevant
knowledge and experience to become an accredited British Library National Life

https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/whats-on/untold-stories-bringing-together-oral-histories-britains-railways


Stories/Oral History Society trainer. The successful applicant(s) will join the BL/OHS
team leading oral history courses around the UK. As demand for oral history training
continues to grow, the current training team is seeking experienced trainers to
provide training locally and bring new skills to the group. 
 
Please send your CV and covering statement (as PDF documents), together
with the names of two referees who would be willing to comment on your oral
history work, to: nls@bl.uk by 2pm on Friday 1 November 2019.

For more details: https://www.ohs.org.uk/oral-history-trainer-up-to-three-places/ 
 

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 
 
The Society has published a document intended as a guide for organisations setting
up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning
professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to
deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral
history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been advising
and working in this field. 
 
To access the document, please follow this
link: https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-
contractors/

 

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Oral History 
 
This course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and
the Oral History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral

https://www.ohs.org.uk/oral-history-trainer-up-to-three-places/


history interviewing with an opportunity to handle recording equipment and discuss
some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

3/11/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

Manchester Central Library 
Manchester Central Library, Manchester 
M2 5PD

 

19/11/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 
 
2. Developing your Oral History Skills 
 
This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to
Oral History training day. This ‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on
and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

27/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 
 
3. Design and Planning Your Oral History Project 
 
This new course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department and the
Oral History Society is aimed at anyone who is planning a medium to large scale
oral history project, particularly one that will involve managing a number of project
interviewers. It is suitable for project managers, bid writers and academics using oral
history in standalone projects, or planning to use oral history as a component within
broader community heritage or research activities. The course is not appropriate for
sole independent researchers. 
 

25/11/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-
history-project/ 
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/


 
4. Archival Management of Oral History Collections 

This course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral
History Society and the Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists
and those managing audio archive material. The day course covers the practical,
technical and ethical issues around the selection, collection and description of oral
history and other recorded personal testimony and spoken word on multiple audio
formats.  It also explores opportunities that oral history-based partnerships offer
archives for community engagement.

10/10/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-
collections/ 
 
5. Introduction to the New Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) for Oral
Historians

This workshop is run by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral
History Society. Following significant recent changes in data protection law, Dr
Robert Perks, Lead Curator of Oral History at the British Library and Director of
National Life Stories, will explore the impact of these changes on oral historians,
including some sample scenarios. The course is aimed at interviewers, archivists,
and project managers who are recording and collecting recorded testimonies and
narrative data for the purpose of archiving and public access/reuse.

12/12/2019 
(10:00 am - 1:15 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-
legislation-gdpr-for-oral-historians/

6. Tailored Training 
 
A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction
to Oral History course programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library
accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs and agree a programme.
He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer
local to you so that costs can be kept to a minimum. 
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/


Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content
and reduced rate eligibility) please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share with fellow
members? Please do get in touch! 

 
 
If you're an OHS member and have news to share
with the wider oral history community, The Oral
History Society would love to hear from you! Please
contact our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones
(caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk), with any news and
events you would like to promote. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
https://www.ohs.org.uk/about/join-us/
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OHS Committee Meeting September
2019

The Society's most recent quarterly meeting was held on Friday 13 September
2019 at the British Library. Amongst a packed agenda Trustees discussed: 
 
1. The OHS Strategic Action Plan for 2019-2021 (a copy of which can be
found here). 
 
2. The revamping of the Society's legal and ethical advice web pages (now
updated):  
 
3. The latest activities of the Society's Migration Special Interest Group,
including a roundtable event held at the University of East London in June that
gave speakers the opportunity to share their own experiences of working on
oral history projects with refugees and migrants. 
 
4. The Society's new 'Designing and Planning your Oral History Project'
training course (aimed at anyone who is planning a medium to large scale
oral history project, particularly one that will involve managing a number of
project interviewers): 

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups

 
The Oral History Society with the dedicated support of two Regional

https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHS-Strategic-Plan-15-6-18-Booklet-1.pdf
https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/ethical-and-legal/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/information-for/migration/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/


Networkers has developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth
Groups. This important set of resources is designed to support teachers and
anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is
relevant to most subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity
for youth groups, where young people may think they have no interest in the
past but do want to learn to use recording equipment or to become
interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their interviewees
about childhood experiences or changes in the locality.
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of
valuable life skills, increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum
subjects and improves community relations. 
  

Upcoming Events
1. Workshop. Untold Stories: Bringing
together oral histories of Britain’s
railways (Leicester)
Saturday 16 November 2019. 09.30–17.30 
£25 per ticket

Are you thinking of collecting oral histories relating to railways?

Do you have oral history recordings and want to learn more?

http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


Interested in lost stories from Britain’s oral history?

Are you already involved – or simply interested in railway history?

This one-day workshop hosted by the National Railway Museum and the University
of Leicester will provide an opportunity to share best practice in collecting railway
oral histories, improve awareness of existing collections, and explore the potential
contribution of railway oral histories to wider social histories as well as railways
themselves.

There will be opportunities to meet leading practitioners and historians from the
museum and heritage railway organisations from across the UK.

Aspects to be considered will include:

Who is currently doing what? Many people are collecting railway oral histories,
but there is no easy way of keeping track of their subject matter, location and
availability to the public
What collections already exist, what do they cover, and how can we access
them?
Good practice in collecting railway oral histories – and some things to avoid
How can railway oral histories contribute to other aspects of social history such
as family life in a railway environment, the nature and experience of women’s
work, or business history?
Where do we go from here? What opportunities are there for future research
and collaboration

These questions will be explored through presentations, demonstrations and case
studies, panel discussions, and a poster display. The emphasis of the workshop is
on the practical aspects of collecting and using oral history, and it will also provide
opportunities for informal networking.

For booking details please go to: https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/whats-
on/untold-stories-bringing-together-oral-histories-britains-railways

2. 'Singing All Day Long?' Oral History
and the Colchester Rag Trade 1890-1950
(Essex) 
Date: Sat, 16 Nov, 14:00 – 16:00 
Location: Ivor Crewe Lecture Hall. University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park,
Colchester, CO4 3SQ 
 
Colchester historian Andrew Phillips uses oral history interviews to explore the
history of the town's clothing trade and its workers. 
 

https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/whats-on/untold-stories-bringing-together-oral-histories-britains-railways


 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/singing-all-day-long-oral-history-and-the-colchester-
rag-trade-1890-1950-tickets-73955529981 

 

3. Coldharbour 360˚ VR Film and Oral
History Exhibition (London)
Date: Sun, 17 Nov, 16:00 – 16:30 
Location: 3Space International House, Canterbury Cres, London 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Coldharbour Project is a 360˚ VR film and oral history exhibition that takes
viewers on an alternative tour of Brixton, meeting people along the way who have
shaped Brixton's strong and symbolic cultural fabric over several decades. 
 
The immersive journey takes viewers to Brixton Market, the Express Cafe, Universal
Roots Records, Windrush Square, Coldharbour Lane, Railton Road (the Frontline),
and the Sports and Social Club. Along the way, we meet Alex Wheatle, S I Martin,
Felix Buxton (Basement Jaxx), Ricky Ranking, George Lightfoot (Nasty Rockers),
Linda Bellos, Michael Groce, Legs Eleven Sound System and the Brixton Immortals
Dominoes Team, as well as market traders and customers. Filled with discussion,
musical performance and impromptu lyrical freestyling, Coldharbour unlocks aspects
of social life in Brixton through the decades and invites viewers to reflect, learn and

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/singing-all-day-long-oral-history-and-the-colchester-rag-trade-1890-1950-tickets-73955529981


join the celebration. 
 
The project is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coldharbour-360-vr-film-and-oral-history-exhibition-
tickets-79218118525

4. Roma Stories: New Oral History
Research (London)
Thur 14 November 2019, 5.15 – 7.15pm 
Bancroft Building Room 3.24, Queen Mary University of London, Mile End
Campus, Mile End Road, London E1 4NS

The HLF-funded ‘Roma Stories’ Oral History Project shares experiences and stories
of Roma people from Eastern and Central Europe who live in London. A series of
orally transmitted histories focus on the Roma genocide in the Second World War
(the Forgotten Holocaust), life in postwar communist countries, why and how
individuals and families migrated to the UK. They tell us how Roma identity is
perceived, how it is changing, how people experience living in London and how they
belong here. Throughout the ages, Roma people’s experience has often been
marginalised or written out of history altogether. This project has captured a plethora
of Roma voices, which reflect the varied nature of human experience of one
Europe’s most discriminated ethnic minorities. 
 
All welcome, no need to book 
 
http://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/event-roma-stories-new-oral-history-research/

Current Vacancies
1. Project Assistant – Listening to
London (Museum of London, London)
 

Do you have an interest in collections information and oral histories? 
 
The Museum of London has successfully applied for a grant from the Esmée
Fairbairn Foundation to fund the Listening to London project. This project will
transform our engagement practice in preparation for a new Museum of London at
West Smithfield, utilising the Oral History collection to involve and represent
Londoners from all backgrounds in our new museum. The Museum of London Oral

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coldharbour-360-vr-film-and-oral-history-exhibition-tickets-79218118525
http://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/event-roma-stories-new-oral-history-research/


History collection encompasses some 5,000 hours of recorded interviews containing
life stories, which have been collected for more than 20 years. It is significant in both
scale as well as content, and is one of our most diverse collections. 
 
The Project Assistant (Listening to London) will be responsible for improving and
expanding collection information for the Oral History collection, as part of the first
phase of the Listening to London project. The post holder will also carry out an audit
of physical and digital oral history recordings and transcripts, a review of copyright
restrictions, and a review of usage permissions in line with GDPR regulations. 
 
The closing date for applications is Sunday 10 November. Interviews will be
held on Thursday 21 November at London Wall. 
 
For more details please go
to: https://jobs.museumoflondon.org.uk/vacancy/project-assistant-listening-to-
london-1170/1196/description/

2. Gulf History Audio Curator and
Cataloguer (British Library, London)
 

The British Library leads and collaborates in growing the world’s knowledge base.
We are engaged in a major partnership with the Qatar Foundation and the Qatar
National Library to digitise and make available material relating to the history of the
Gulf and Arabic scientific manuscripts. We are a multi-disciplinary programme that
includes conservation, content specialists, translation, and imaging staff. 
 
The partnership is about to begin its third phase. We will be delivering an additional
900,000 fully searchable and contextualised digital images, made freely available via
the dedicated portal at www.qdl.qa and selected from the library’s archive
collections, including the India Office Records and Private Papers, Sound, Maps and
Arabic Manuscript collections. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to be part of the Curatorial team and to research,
scope and catalogue audio resources from the Library’s music, oral history and other
audio collections. You will also be responsible for identifying and investigating
copyright and other intellectual property rights in material selected for digitisation, as
well as identifying data protection and sensitivity issues. In addition, the role will
involve management of the Gulf History Audio-visual Integration Audio Engineer and
writing expert articles contextualising the material for on-line publication on the Qatar
Digital Library. 
 
Closes Sunday 10 November 2019.

https://jobs.museumoflondon.org.uk/vacancy/project-assistant-listening-to-london-1170/1196/description/


For more
details: https://britishlibrary.recruitment.northgatearinso.com/birl/pages/vacancy.jsf?
latest=01002074 
 

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors

Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and
require a major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners,
participants and volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have
highlighted that organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and
expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 
 
The Society has published an online document intended as a guide for
organisations setting up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or
commissioning professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the
tasks required to deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of
experienced freelance oral history and heritage professionals from around the
country who have been advising and working in this field. 
 

 

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Oral History 
 
This course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and
the Oral History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral
history interviewing with an opportunity to handle recording equipment and discuss
some of the issues around oral history, life stories and memory. 
 

3/11/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

Manchester Central Library 
Manchester Central Library, Manchester 
M2 5PD

  
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 
 

https://britishlibrary.recruitment.northgatearinso.com/birl/pages/vacancy.jsf?latest=01002074
https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-contractors/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/


2. Developing your Oral History Skills 
 
This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to
Oral History training day. This ‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on
and strengthen oral history skills.  
 

27/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 
 
3. Design and Planning Your Oral History Project 
 
This new course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department and the
Oral History Society is aimed at anyone who is planning a medium to large scale
oral history project, particularly one that will involve managing a number of project
interviewers. It is suitable for project managers, bid writers and academics using oral
history in standalone projects, or planning to use oral history as a component within
broader community heritage or research activities. The course is not appropriate for
sole independent researchers. 
 

25/11/2019 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-
history-project/ 
 
 
4. Archival Management of Oral History Collections 

This course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral
History Society and the Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists
and those managing audio archive material. The day course covers the practical,
technical and ethical issues around the selection, collection and description of oral
history and other recorded personal testimony and spoken word on multiple audio
formats.  It also explores opportunities that oral history-based partnerships offer
archives for community engagement.

30/01/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/


 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-
collections/ 
 
5. Introduction to the New Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) for Oral
Historians

This workshop is run by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral
History Society. Following significant recent changes in data protection law, Dr
Robert Perks, Lead Curator of Oral History at the British Library and Director of
National Life Stories, will explore the impact of these changes on oral historians,
including some sample scenarios. The course is aimed at interviewers, archivists,
and project managers who are recording and collecting recorded testimonies and
narrative data for the purpose of archiving and public access/reuse.

12/12/2019 
(10:00 am - 1:15 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-
legislation-gdpr-for-oral-historians/ 
 
6. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and
radio 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library
and the Oral History Society will present a brief history of the genre and an overview
of the various forms which oral history theatre can take, such as strict documentary
(or ‘verbatim’) theatre using named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional
characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use of oral history as research material for
scripting, and improvisation around memory without transcript. 

    

01/04/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-
into-plays-for-stage-and-radio/ 
 

7. Digital Editing 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-legislation-gdpr-for-oral-historians/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-radio/


and the Oral History Society gives a fun and hands on introduction to the principles
and techniques of digitally editing oral history interviews. It will cover how and why to
edit oral history interview as well as providing practical experience in using digital
editing software. 

    

03/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/ 
 
8. Tailored Training 
 
A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction
to Oral History course programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library
accredited trainer will work with you to assess your needs and agree a programme.
He/she will then come to your premises or a venue you have booked. The basic cost
is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses and we endeavour to find a trainer
local to you so that costs can be kept to a minimum. 
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?
For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content
and reduced rate eligibility) please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share with fellow
members? Please do get in touch! 

 
 
If you're an OHS member and have news to share
with the wider oral history community, The Oral
History Society would love to hear from you! Please
contact our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones
(caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk), with any news and
events you would like to promote. 
 
 
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/
mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
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2019

Newsletter

Oral History journal @ 50
 
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of Oral History, the oldest oral history journal in
the world! As part of the year-long celebrations, the Society held an evening of
discussion, reflection and celebration at the British Library's Knowledge Centre on 22
November 2019.   
 
Following a welcome address by the Society's chair, John Gabriel, a panel discussion
was held between Alan Dein, BBC Radio 4 broadcaster and oral historian, Paul
Thompson, founder editor of Oral History, and three early-career oral historians -
Olivia Dee, Alex Duthie and George Severs. 
 
As well as focusing on the past and the present, much of the conversation looked to
the future, with a particular emphasis on the important role the journal will continue
to play in championing both community- and academic-based oral history projects
and research. 
 
Here's to the next 50 years! 
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/about/joinsubscribe/


 

 
 
 

Oral History and the Media: Call for papers
for our 2020 conference in Bournemouth

closes 20th Dec 2019
 

 
 

Upcoming Events

https://www.ohs.org.uk/journal/ohj-50/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSconf2020_CfP_A4_web.pdf


1. Stage managers of the criminal
courtroom: Uncovering the lives of Crown
Court clerks through oral history (Oxford)
Date: 02 Dec 2019, 4:30PM to 6:00PM 
Location: MANOR ROAD BUILDING - SEMINAR ROOM D. OX1 3UQ.

In this paper Dvora Liberman will be talking about a series of life story interviews she conducted
with crown court clerks.  The project reflects her broader interest in marginalised legal lives. See
further: https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/events/stage-managers-criminal-courtroom-
uncovering-lives-crown-court-clerks-through-oral-history

2. Roma Stories Exhibition (London) 
Date: 26 November 2019 - 2 December 2019 
Location: Wiener Library, London, WC1B 5DP 
 
The Roma Stories Oral History Project shares experiences and stories of Roma people from

Eastern and Central Europe who live in London.  

 

A series of orally transmitted histories focus on the Roma genocide in the Second World War, life

in postwar communist countries, and why and how individuals and families migrated to the UK.

They tell us how Roma identity is perceived, how it is changing, how people experience living in

London and how they belong here. 

 

Throughout the ages, Roma people's experience has often been marginalised or written out of

history altogether. This project has captured a plethora of Roma voices, which reflect the varied

nature of the human experience of one of Europe's most discriminated ethnic minorities.  

 

This exhibition includes extracts from interviews, rarely seen photographic archives (Robert

Dawson Collection, Roma Support Group) and artwork by Roma artist Robert Czibi.  
 

https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/events/stage-managers-criminal-courtroom-uncovering-lives-crown-court-clerks-through-oral-history


https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/Roma_Stories

 
 

3. Coldharbour 360˚ VR Film and Oral
History Exhibition (London)
Date: 14th December 2019 
Location: 3Space International House, London, SW9 7QE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
After sold-out exhibitions at The Brixton Library and 3Space, we are back for one
more day of screenings! This is to meet the public demand for 'Coldharbour' and
to raise money to take our VR 360° project to schools, youth centres, and submit it to
international film festivals. 
 
The Coldharbour Project is a 360˚ VR film and oral history exhibition that takes viewers on an
alternative tour of Brixton, meeting people along the way who have shaped Brixton's strong and
symbolic cultural fabric over several decades. 
 
The project is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coldharbour-christmas-crowdfunder-360-vr-film-
and-oral-history-exhibition-tickets-83647673443?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Current Vacancies
1. Artist in Residence, Gunnersbury Park &
Museum (London)

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/Roma_Stories
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/coldharbour-vr-schools-tour
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coldharbour-360-vr-film-and-oral-history-exhibition-tickets-79218118525


We are looking to appoint an artist or partnership / collective of artists in residence to create
new work inspired by Gunnersbury Park’s Japanese Garden. The work should be suitable for
installation or performance outside on location in the Japanese Garden itself. The creative and
development processes should include collaboration with local community groups and the public. 
 
In addition to the creation of new work, this residency will also afford the artist(s) the
opportunity to develop a public and community engagement programme alongside Gunnersbury
staff. This programme should not only engage local people with the artists’ chosen art form but
should also contribute towards increasing understanding of the Japanese Garden and heritage of
Gunnersbury Park, generating public interest in this amazing green space. 
 
We would like to use this residency as a springboard for developing partnerships and creative
collaborations with Ealing’s large Japanese community. We would be particularly interested to
hear from artists who would incorporate opportunities to add to our museum, oral history and
archive collections through their project. 
 
For the full project brief and details of how to apply, please visit
http://www.visitgunnersbury.org/about-gunnersbury-park-and-museum/work-with-us/ 
 
The closing date for applications is Monday 2nd December 2019. 
 

2. UKRI GCRF Living Deltas Hub:
Postdoctoral Research Associate (Oral
History) (Newcastle)
The role: To develop and support participatory oral history research as part of the international,
multi-institutional UKRI GCRF Living Deltas Research Hub (www.livingdeltas.org). The post
holder will work under the direct supervision of Professor Graham Smith at Newcastle University
and in close collaboration with colleagues (UK and overseas) from across the Living Deltas Hub,
which operates a model of equitable partnership with delta-dwellers and the research
community. The PDRA will require expert knowledge of participatory oral history, or related
participatory research, in different cultural, geographic and economic contexts. Applications are
particularly welcome from researchers who have undertaken participatory and oral history work
in humanitarian and development contexts. 
 
The PDRA will principally work on Work Package 1 (Heritage, Livelihoods and Delta Living: past,
presents and alternative futures) and collaborate with colleagues and partners in South Asia and
South East Asia to develop research which builds new knowledge of the lived experiences of
delta dwellers and develops resources and approaches which enable delta dwellers’ voices,
experiences and ideas to be heard and recognised by policy makers and wider stakeholders. 



 
You will contribute to the formulation and submission of research publications and research
proposals, as well as help manage and direct aspects of the project as opportunities allow. 
 
The post is fixed term, for three years. Closes Friday 20th December 2019.

For more details: https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BWX080/ukri-gcrf-living-deltas-hub-
postdoctoral-research-associate-oral-history 
 

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors
Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and require a major
commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners, participants and volunteers. Oral
History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have highlighted that organisations often
underestimate the amount of time, budget and expertise it takes to deliver high quality results. 
 
The Society has published an online document intended as a guide for organisations setting up
projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or commissioning professional oral
history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks required to deliver their projects.  It has
been drawn up by a group of experienced freelance oral history and heritage professionals from
around the country who have been advising and working in this field.

Free Online Guide to Oral History for
Schools and Youth Groups
The Oral History Society, with the dedicated support of two Regional Networkers, has
developed A Guide to Oral History for Schools and Youth Groups. This important set of resources
is designed to support teachers and anyone working with young people on oral history projects. 
  
Oral history is a living history of everyone’s unique life experiences, and so is relevant to most
subjects in the national curriculum. It is also an ideal activity for youth groups, where young
people may think they have no interest in the past but do want to learn to use recording
equipment or to become interviewers – and are then gripped by the stories told by their
interviewees about childhood experiences or changes in the locality. 
  
Recording older people's memories help young people develop a number of valuable life skills,
increases their confidence, raises their interest in curriculum subjects and improves community
relations. 
 

https://britishlibrary.recruitment.northgatearinso.com/birl/pages/vacancy.jsf?latest=01002074
https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-contractors/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/regional-network/
http://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/how-to-do-oral-history/


UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Oral History 
 
This course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing
with an opportunity to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral
history, life stories and memory. 
 

12/02/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 

05/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

Black Country Living Museum
Tipton Rd, Dudley 
DY1 4SQ

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 
 
2. Developing your Oral History Skills 
 
This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History
training day. This ‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/


history skills.  
 

27/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 
 
3. Design and Planning Your Oral History Project 
 
This new course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral
History Society is aimed at anyone who is planning a medium to large scale oral history project,
particularly one that will involve managing a number of project interviewers. It is suitable for
project managers, bid writers and academics using oral history in standalone projects, or
planning to use oral history as a component within broader community heritage or research
activities. The course is not appropriate for sole independent researchers. 
 

28/02/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/ 
 
4. Archival Management of Oral History Collections 

This course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral History Society
and the Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists and those managing audio
archive material. The day course covers the practical, technical and ethical issues around the
selection, collection and description of oral history and other recorded personal testimony and
spoken word on multiple audio formats.  It also explores opportunities that oral history-based
partnerships offer archives for community engagement.

30/01/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/ 
 
5. Introduction to the New Data Protection Legislation (GDPR) for Oral
Historians

This workshop is run by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral History
Society. Following significant recent changes in data protection law, Dr Robert Perks, Lead

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/


Curator of Oral History at the British Library and Director of National Life Stories, will explore the
impact of these changes on oral historians, including some sample scenarios. The course is
aimed at interviewers, archivists, and project managers who are recording and collecting
recorded testimonies and narrative data for the purpose of archiving and public access/reuse.

12/12/2019 
(10:00 am - 1:15 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-
legislation-gdpr-for-oral-historians/ 
 
6. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms
which oral history theatre can take, such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using
named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use
of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation around memory without
transcript. 

01/04/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-
for-stage-and-radio/ 
 

7. Digital Editing 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society gives a fun and hands on introduction to the principles and techniques of digitally
editing oral history interviews. It will cover how and why to edit oral history interview as well as
providing practical experience in using digital editing software. 

03/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/ 
 
8. Tailored Training
 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/introduction-to-the-new-data-protection-legislation-gdpr-for-oral-historians/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-radio/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/


A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral
History course programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work
with you to assess your needs and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises
or a venue you have booked. The basic cost is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses
and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs can be kept to a minimum. 
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?

For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced
rate eligibility) please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share with fellow members?
Please do get in touch!

 
If you're an OHS member and have news to share with the wider oral history
community, The Oral History Society would love to hear from you!  
 
Please contact our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote.

 
CALL FOR PAPERS CLOSES 20TH DECEMBER 2019

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/
mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSconf2020_CfP_A4_web.pdf
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December 2019
Newsletter

A Happy 2020 to our Members!
 
From all of us at the Oral History Society, we hope all our members had an enjoyable
festive break and we wish you all a very happy, prosperous and productive New Year! 

 

Oral History and the Media: Call for papers
for our 2020 conference in Bournemouth

closes 24th January 2020



 

Oral History in Higher Education
 
The Oral History Society HE Group is looking to develop an expanded network of
oral historians working in Higher Education. We invite expressions of interest from
those using oral history in teaching and research, in all disciplines and at all stages
in their academic careers, to share ideas and develop activities around supporting
oral historians and oral history in HE.   
 
Please get in touch by 31st January 2020 if you would like to participate and help
to develop a special interest group around Oral History in Higher Education.
Participation will involve a minimum of 1-2 meetings in person or via conference call
per year. 
 
Contact: Jenny Harding: j.harding@londonmet.ac.uk; Shelley Trower:
shelley.trower@roehampton.ac.uk; John Gabriel: j.gabriel@londonmet.ac.uk;
Verusca Calabria: verusca.calabria@ntu.ac.uk. 

Upcoming Events
1. The Annual Conference of the Folklore
Society (London) - CFP closes 12 Jan 2020

https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSconf2020_CfP_A4_web.pdf
https://www.ohs.org.uk/information-for/higher-education/


Date: 24-26 April 2020 
 
Lore is learning: folklore is a body of knowledge and a means of transmission. Vernacular
knowledge, and vernacular transmission, each rooted in language. 
 
But how do we learn folklore? How do we learn about folklore? This conference of the
Folklore Society will address issues such as: The uses of traditional folklore in formal
education, The relationship between formal education and vernacular practices, Informal
learning structures in trades and professions, Family and kin as transmitters of songs and
performance traditions 
School idiolects, customs and costumes, Children’s lore and language: topical rhymes,
parodies, the child’s calendar, Mnemonics and tongue-twisters, Proverbs and how they
are learnt…or mislearnt, Acquiring verbal fluency; for example, flyting and rapping,
Schoolchildren in folklore, from Little St. Hugh to the Worst Witch…., Supernatural beings
who impart skills and knowledge 
Folklore in children’s literature, television, films, and computer games. 
 
Proposals for papers of twenty minutes should be sent to the Folklore Society at
thefolkloresociety@gmail.com, or 50 Fitzroy Street, London W1T 5BT, UK, telephone +44
(0) 203 915 3034, by 12th January 2020. 
 

 

 
https://www.ohs.org.uk/events/the-annual-
conference-of-the-folklore-society-london/

2. Seminar: 'Oral History in Turkey: A Very
Short Introduction' (Glasgow)
Date: 20 Jan 2020, 17.00 - 19.00 
Location: Scottish Oral History Centre, Room 222, Graham Hills Building, 40 George
St, University of Strathclyde

This is the next seminar in the 2019/20 Scottish Oral History Centre seminar series. The
paper will be presented by Professor Leyla Neyzi (Sabanci University):  
https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/schoolofhumanities/history/scottishoralhistorycentre/

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/Roma_Stories
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/events/stage-managers-criminal-courtroom-uncovering-lives-crown-court-clerks-through-oral-history


3. Seminar: 'Belfast punk, oral history and
respectability' (London)
Date: 30 Jan 2020, 18.00-19.30 
Location: Tower Building, London Metropolitan University. 166-220 Holloway Road,
N7 8DB.

This is the next seminar in the 2019/20 Institute of Historical Research Oral History
seminar series. A research paper will be presented by Dr. Fearghus Roulston (University
of Brighton), and will be followed by questions from the audience. The event is free and
open to all. Advance registration is required:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belfast-punk-
oral-history-and-respectability-fearghus-roulston-tickets-84067328643

Current Voluntary Positions
1. BRIGHTON DOME ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT (Brighton)
Do you have a curious mind? Would you like to learn how to record Oral Histories about
Brighton Dome? 
 
We are looking for volunteers to join the Oral History Team and help us record memories
of audiences and staff past and present. The memories we gather will feed into future
tours and exhibitions at Brighton Dome and help us share our heritage with generations
to come. 
 
You will undertake research and learn how to carry out and record interviews, capturing
some of the fascinating and unique experiences that have taken place at Brighton Dome.
You will then work with the material they produce to extract quotes and stories. The
interviews will then be archived and used to celebrate The Dome in Brighton and Hove
culture. 
 
Volunteers will receive a free one day oral history training day on 25th January 2020, with
a follow up oral history practice training day in April 2020. The recorded interviews will
take place at times that are convenient for you and the interviewees. You will also attend
monthly research sessions from January – July 2020, and occasional keeping in touch
meetings with the project manager. We will reimburse volunteer expenses. 
 

https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/events/stage-managers-criminal-courtroom-uncovering-lives-crown-court-clerks-through-oral-history


For the full project brief and details of how to apply, please visit
https://brightondome.org/about/jobs/memory_gathering_oral_history_volunteer/ 
The closing date for applications is 9am Monday 13th January 2020.

2. The History of Parliament Trust’s Oral
History Project (London and UK-wide)
 

 
Volunteer Duties: The History of Parliament Trust’s oral history project is looking for more
volunteers to interview former MPs about their lives and experiences. 
 
Our oral history project has been underway since 2011. We now have over 180 interviews
in our archive, held with our partners at the British Library, mostly undertaken by
volunteers. We aim to produce life story interviews of former MPs and so our interviews
ask about early life experiences, inspiration to enter politics and life after Parliament, as
well as day-to-day life in Westminster and major political events. 
 
We would love to hear from those with an interest in political history and experience in oral
history, although this is not essential as full training will be provided. We are especially
keen to hear from volunteers in the North, Midlands and Wales. 
 
Volunteers will be expected to undertake some research on their interviewee (materials
provided by ourselves), conduct interviews and prepare summaries for the archive. Ideally
each volunteer will undertake around two interviews a year, which can last for many hours
over several sessions. 



 
Please get in touch with Emma Peplow at epeplow@histparl.ac.uk for more information.

For more details: https://www.ohs.org.uk/the-history-of-parliament-trusts-oral-history-
project-london-and-uk-wide/ 
 

Guidance on budgeting for oral history
contractors
Oral history projects vary a great deal in their duration, scope and activities and require a
major commitment of time and effort from oral history practitioners, participants and
volunteers. Oral History Society (OHS) Regional Networkers have highlighted that
organisations often underestimate the amount of time, budget and expertise it takes to
deliver high quality results. 
 
The Society has published an online document intended as a guide for
organisations setting up projects and estimating budgets for grant applications, or
commissioning professional oral history practitioners to carry out some or all of the tasks
required to deliver their projects.  It has been drawn up by a group of experienced
freelance oral history and heritage professionals from around the country who have been
advising and working in this field.

UPCOMING OHS TRAINING COURSES
 

Places are still available for the following upcoming OHS training courses:  
 
1. Introduction to Oral History 
 
This course, organised jointly by the National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society, aims to be an informal and practical introduction to oral history interviewing
with an opportunity to handle recording equipment and discuss some of the issues around oral
history, life stories and memory. 
 

05/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

Black Country Living Museum
Tipton Rd, Dudley 
DY1 4SQ

 
20/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 

https://britishlibrary.recruitment.northgatearinso.com/birl/pages/vacancy.jsf?latest=01002074
https://www.ohs.org.uk/advice/guidance-on-budgeting-for-oral-history-contractors/


NW1 2DB
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/ 
 
2. Developing your Oral History Skills 
 
This course is open to oral historians who have attended the OHS Introduction to Oral History
training day. This ‘follow-up’ course provides an opportunity to reflect on and strengthen oral
history skills.  
 

27/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/ 
 
3. Design and Planning Your Oral History Project 
 
This new course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department and the Oral
History Society is aimed at anyone who is planning a medium to large scale oral history project,
particularly one that will involve managing a number of project interviewers. It is suitable for
project managers, bid writers and academics using oral history in standalone projects, or
planning to use oral history as a component within broader community heritage or research
activities. The course is not appropriate for sole independent researchers. 
 

28/02/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The Showroom and Workstation – Sheffield 
15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield 
S1 2BX

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/ 
 
4. Archival Management of Oral History Collections 

This course, run jointly by the British Library’s oral history department, the Oral History Society
and the Archives and Records Association, is aimed at archivists and those managing audio
archive material. The day course covers the practical, technical and ethical issues around the
selection, collection and description of oral history and other recorded personal testimony and
spoken word on multiple audio formats.  It also explores opportunities that oral history-based
partnerships offer archives for community engagement.

30/01/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/an-introduction-to-oral-history/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/developing-your-oral-history-skills/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/designing-and-planning-your-oral-history-project/


 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/ 
 
5. Transcript to Script: Turning oral history into plays for stage and radio 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society will present a brief history of the genre and an overview of the various forms
which oral history theatre can take, such as strict documentary (or ‘verbatim’) theatre using
named individuals, the creation of a set of fictional characters using ‘actuality’ dialogue, the use
of oral history as research material for scripting, and improvisation around memory without
transcript. 

01/04/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-
for-stage-and-radio/ 
 

6. Digital Editing 
 
This one-day course, organised jointly by National Life Stories at the British Library and the Oral
History Society gives a fun and hands on introduction to the principles and techniques of digitally
editing oral history interviews. It will cover how and why to edit oral history interview as well as
providing practical experience in using digital editing software. 

03/03/2020 
(10:00 am - 5:30 pm)

British Library 
96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB

 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/ 
 
7. Tailored Training
 
A course tailored to the needs of your project group, and based on the Introduction to Oral
History course programme, can be arranged. An OHS/British Library accredited trainer will work
with you to assess your needs and agree a programme. He/she will then come to your premises
or a venue you have booked. The basic cost is £400 for a full day plus the trainer’s expenses
and we endeavour to find a trainer local to you so that costs can be kept to a minimum. 
 
Further info: https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/ 
 

Question about training opportunities with the OHS?

https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/archival-management-of-oral-history-collections/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/transcript-to-script-turning-oral-history-into-plays-for-stage-and-radio/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/digital-editing/
https://www.ohs.org.uk/training/tailored-training/


For all questions relating to training (including further clarification of course content and reduced
rate eligibility) please contact our training administrator.

Have news to share with fellow members?
Please do get in touch!

 
If you're an OHS member and have news to share with the wider oral history
community, The Oral History Society would love to hear from you!  
 
Please contact our publicity officer, Cai Parry-Jones (caiparryjones@ohs.org.uk),
with any news and events you would like to promote.

 
CALL FOR PAPERS CLOSES 24TH JANUARY 2020

 
 
 

mailto:camille.johnston@bl.uk?subject=Training%20Query
https://www.ohs.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/OHSconf2020_CfP_A4_web.pdf
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