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Home as both an idea and a physical
place has deep meanings for all of us.
It connects us to family, generation and
communities, both past and present;
it is conveyed and expressed through
memory, objects, images and the
emotions. Home can confer and
establish identity and belonging but it
can also signify status or position. It can
be a place of safety but also of danger,
a refuge but also a site of confinement.
Our experience of the COVID-19
pandemic has put home in the forefront
of shared understandings and
discussions of home.
Home also marks difference and can
have different meanings in relation to
gender, sexuality, disability, ethnicity or
class. Migrants’ ideas of home may be
intimately bound up with their place of
origin, with disruption, identity and loss,
as well as with renewal and re-creation
in a not always welcoming environment.
For refugees and asylum seekers
escaping war, persecution, genocide or
environmental disaster, thoughts about
and memories of home may be fraught
and ambivalent.
Home can be the result of limited
options, especially when it takes the
form of residential care for children,
women fleeing violence, frail older
people, people with mental health
problems or those near the end of life.
The experience of being homeless,
living on the streets,

or in hidden spaces or temporary
hostels, brings another dimension to
understandings of home. Home may
be associated with a physical space, or
lack of it, but it may also be
understood, felt and remembered
more as a state of mind than an actual
place.
The conference will focus on oral
history as a means for exploring all
such experiences and ways of
understanding and recalling, creating
and re-creating, finding, discovering,
asserting, challenging, celebrating and
being or returning home. Covering
such topics as:
l Meanings of home through identity
and belonging, generation, place and
community
l Feelings and attachments to home
as a place of celebration and creative
adventure
l Home as identity: class, ethnicity,
race, disability, gender and sexuality

l Displacement, rupture, renewal and
recreation of home
l Homeland and diasporic homes
l Loss of home as a result of war or
environmental disaster.
l Home experienced in places of
confinement or in institutional spaces
l Forced separation from home
l Homes in movement, mobility and
change
l Being homeless, without a home
l Home as a source of income or place
of work
l How home is expressed and used in
individual life stories
l How home is represented in
museums and public history
l Violence in the home
l Rediscovering ideas of home in
archived oral histories
l Home as a site for the oral history
interview
l When home is a dangerous and
challenging topic in interviews

KEYNOTE PLENARIES:
l Home and belonging for British South Asians
Kavita Puri
l When Home is a Hostile Environment: Voices of the
Windrush Generation and their Descendants Juanita Cox
l Discussing Home & Oral History in Museums
Nirmal Puwar, Sonia Solicari and Simon Stephens
in conversation

CONFERENCE BOOKINGS

l Visit www.ohs.org.uk/conference-2022
for full conference details and online bookings

l All enquiries to HOME
Conference Manager Polly Owen
at polly.owen@ohs.org.uk

PROVISIONAL
PROGRAMME

Programme may be subject to
change.
An online stream of the
keynotes and a stream of
selected panel sessions over the
two days is available for those
unable to attend in person.

NOTE: Registration will take place within the Great Hall,
London Metropolitan University, Rocket Reception,
166-220 Holloway Road, London, N7 8DB.

CONFERENCE
PLENARY SPEAKERS

FRIDAY 8th JULY 2022

KAVITA PURI is an award-winning journalist and broadcaster.
She devised and presented the landmark series Partition Voices
on BBC Radio 4 which won the Royal Historical Society’s Radio
and Podcast prize as well as its overall Public History prize. She
wrote Partition Voices: Untold British Voices, which is currently
being adapted for the Donmar Warehouse with Tara Theatre.
She also presents Three Pounds in My Pocket on BBC Radio 4,
which is currently on its fifth series. It’s the first social history of
British South Asians though first person testimony. She is also
an executive producer of radio and television documentaries
and presents the current affairs programme The Inquiry.
JUANITA COX gained her PhD in 2013 from the Department of
African Studies and Anthropology, University of Birmingham, and
is a winner of the prestigious RE Bradbury Memorial Prize. She is
currently the leading authority on the life and work of the
Guyanese novelist, Edgar Mittelholzer (1909-1965) and editor
of Creole Chips and Other Writing (2018) – a compendium of his
uncollected poems, plays, short stories and articles. Other
publications include: ‘Buried in the Landscape: Edgar
Mittelholzer’s Creative Gene(sis) / Geni(us), and Revolting
Subtexts’ in Aje, L., Lacroix, T. and Misrahi-Barak, J. (eds) Reimagining the Guyanas (2019) and introductions to republished
Peepal Tree editions of Mittelholzer’s Corentyne Thunder (2009)
and The Life and Death of Sylvia (2010). She co-founded the
ground-breaking series Guyana SPEAKS in 2017, an education
and networking forum, which has become a key monthly event in
the calendar of the London-based Guyanese diaspora. Dr Cox’s
poetry has been published in anthologies of black womanhood
including Songs of Yemaya (Diaspora Records, 2017) and in the
international anthology of writings by women of African descent,
New Daughters of Africa (Vintage, 2019). She was also an
Associate Fellow of the London Metropolitan University, where
she lectured for three years in Caribbean Studies and Black
British History. She is currently a Research Fellow at the
University of London’s Institute of Commonwealth Studies and is
working on a three-year AHRC-funded oral history project, ‘The
Windrush Scandal in its Transnational and Commonwealth
Context’.
NIRMAL PUWAR is Reader in Sociology, Goldsmiths University
of London and Visiting Fellow at the Centre for the Study of
Women and Gender, University of Warwick. She has a
longstanding interest in bodies and space and works with a
variety of methods, including oral history on site-specific
interventions to reconceptualise space, nations and institutions,
with a focus on museums. Her book Space Invaders (2004) has
inspired a museum group by the same name https://mspace
invaders.com/2020/11/08/women-of-colour-in-leadership/
SONIA SOLICARI is Director of the Museum of the Home
(formerly the Geffrye Museum of the Home) in Hoxton. She has
overseen the rebranding of the museum when its name
changed while the site has been expanded and transformed
with an £18.1 million capital development project. She has
published widely on historic art and design and histories of the
home.
SIMON STEPHENS is the Head of Publications and Events at
the Museums Association and the editor of Museums Journal.
He oversees the MA’s one-day conferences, annual conference
and members events. He has been a journalist for more than 25
years and has contributed to a wide range of art and design
publications.

08.45 – 09.30
09.30 – 09.35

Registration including Tea/Coffee
Welcome

09.35 – 10.25

Plenary – ‘Home and belonging for British
South Asians’: Kavita Puri. This keynote looks at the
inter-generational oral history gathered over the past
decade to explore the complex idea of home and
belonging for British South Asians and discusses the
role of journalism in collecting oral history.

10.25 – 10.40
10.40 – 11.55
12.00 – 13.10
13.10 – 14.05
14.05 – 15.20
15.25 – 16.30
16.30 – 16.45
16.45 – 18.00

Break Tea/Coffee
Section 1: Parallel Session
Section 2: Group/Roundtable/Open Sessions
Lunch
Section 3: Parallel Session
Section 4: Group/Roundtable/Open Session
Break Tea/Coffee
Section 5: Parallel Session

18.30 – 19.30
20.00

Wine Reception, The Arches
Conference Meal.
Group dinner bookings have been made for delegates
at two local restaurants; Radici Italian Trattoria
Islington and La Petite Auberge Bistro.

SATURDAY 9th JULY 2022
08.45 – 09.30

Registration including Tea/Coffee

09.15 – 10.10

Plenary – ‘When Home is a Hostile
Environment: Voices of the Windrush
Generation and their Descendants’: Juanita Cox.
Drawing upon oral history recordings, this paper will
explore the impact of Britain’s changing nationality
and immigration legislation on members of the
‘Windrush Generation’ and their descendants. It will
also look at how activists have striven to make ‘home’
a less hostile environment for the ‘Windrush’
community and for themselves.
Section 6: Parallel Session
Break Tea/Coffee
Section 7: Parallel Session
Lunch & OHS Annual General Meeting
Section 8: Parallel Session
Break Tea/Coffee

10.15 – 11.30
11.30 – 11.45
11.45 – 13.00
13.00 – 14.10
14.10 – 15.25
15.25 – 15.35
15.35 – 16.45

In-conversation Plenary – Bringing the
Conference Home – Oral History in a Museum
Setting Nirmal Puwar, Sonia Solicari and Simon
Stephens will explore the challenges and rewards of
including oral history in museums, past, present and
future.
Closing Discussion

CONFERENCE
VENUE
The Great
Hall, London
Metropolitan
University.

Covid Regulations:
Please note that we will
abide by any covid
regulations in place at
London Metropolitan
University at the time of the
conference and up to date
information regarding their
current guidance can be
found at
https://www.londonmet.ac.
uk/2020changes/keepingyou-safe-on-campus/latestguidance/

London Metropolitan University, Rocket
Reception, 166-220 Holloway Road, London
N7 8DB. Situated between Highbury and Islington
and Holloway Road Underground stations.

n Holloway Road
Underground
Station is on the
Piccadilly line
between
Caledonian Road
and Arsenal
stations, and in
Travelcard Zone 2.

n Highbury & Islington is a London Underground
and National Rail interchange station in the
London Borough of Islington, north London. It is
served by the London Underground’s Victoria
line and the Great Northern’s Northern City Line,
as well as the London Overground’s East and
North London Lines.

CONFERENCE BURSARIES
We are pleased to be able to offer a small number of conference fee
bursaries which will be awarded in the form of a free delegate place.
These bursaries will be allocated following an anonymous selection
process and awarded to those deemed in most need of financial
assistance, with priority being given to those presenting papers.
To be considered for a bursary please email polly.owen@ohs.org.uk
with an outline of your case for support (in no more than 300 words)
by Tuesday 31st May 2022.

There is no accommodation
available at London Metropolitan
University, but there are a wide
range of accommodation
options available nearby.

Please complete
all relevant details
– one form per
person.

BOOKING
FORM
Book online at www.ohs.org.uk/conference-2022 or complete the form below

I would like to register to attend the Oral History Society Annual Conference; HOME at London Metropolitan University on Friday 8th and
Saturday 9th July 2022.
Name:

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Organisation / Role (if applicable):
Address:

..........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................

Email:

..........................................................................................................................

Postcode:..............................................................................
Telephone:

..........................................................................

If you have any special access requirements or mobility issues please give details, or for more information contact
Polly Owen, polly.owen@ohs.org.uk :

....................................................................................................................................................................

Please provide details of any special dietary requirements:

..................................................................................................................................

Conference Fee includes: All conference sessions, conference abstracts, lunch & daytime refreshments on both days and a wine
reception. It does not include the conference dinner which must be pre-booked separately.

■ Conference Fee: £ ..............................................................
■ Donation*: £ ............................................................................
to support bursary fund
■ TOTAL PAYMENT: £

..........................................................

■
■
■
■
■

£160.00 Standard Conference Fee
£120.00 Oral History Society Member Fee1
£120.00 Concessionary Fee for Pensioners and the Unwaged2
£80.00 Self-Funded Students Fee3
Online Conference Access (please visit www.ohs.org.uk/events/
conference-2022-online/ to find full details regarding online access to
the conference and to complete your online booking)

* This year we are inviting delegates to support the provision of bursary support to
individuals who may not otherwise be able to attend the conference
■ Please tick if your donation is eligible for Gift Aid to allow us to access a further 25%

Payment Method:

■ I enclose total payment of £.................................... Cheques must be made payable to Oral History Society, OR
■ Please send PayPal invoice for £................................ to pay using a Credit or Debit Card, OR
■ Please send an invoice for £.................................... to (if different from above)....................................................................................
........................................................................................................ Signature: ......................................................................................

Conference Dinner: Group dinnner bookings have been made for delegates at two local restaurants; Radici Italian Trattoria
Islington and La Petite Auberge Bistro. Conference dinner places will be allocated on a first come first served basis and pre-booking is
essential. Please indicate if you would like to reserve a dinner place below (Payment for the dinner will be processed separately at the
end of June)
■ Radici Italia Trattoria Islington: £37 per person (three courses from a set menu, not including drinks)
■ La Petite Auberge Bistro: £34 per person (three courses, not including drinks)
Please complete your booking online at www.ohs.org.uk/conference-2022/ or return this completed form by
Thursday 30th June to: Polly Owen, Oral History Society Conference, The Old Quarry House, Upper Aston, Montgomery,
Powys, SY15 6TA or email: polly.owen@ohs.org.uk.
The final programme will be available on www.ohs.org.uk in mid-June.
1. By joining the Oral History Society
today, you will benefit from a reduced
conference attendance fee as well as
membership. For more information
and to join the Oral History Society,
please visit https://www.ohs.org.uk/
membership-join/

2. Please provide evidence of
your pension or unwaged
status in the form of either a
Drivers Licence/Passport or a
Pension Credit letter or Award
Letter or letter from your
Welfare Office.

3. Please note: the self-funded student rate does not apply to
individuals with institutional support, to whom the full, or OHS,
rate applies. A receipt for payment at this rate will not be
provided for the purposes of reimbursement. Our conferences
are run on a break-even, ‘not for profit’ basis. As a charity the
OHS will use any surplus funds generated to support the
continued running of the organisation and future conferences.

